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To the Reader

Acquisition of proficiency in a foreign languagerails lor
diligent practices in listening, speaking, reading,and writing.
Learning Chinese is no exception. To a student ol Chinese,
extensive reading exercises are as important as constant
exposure to spoken Mandarin.

CulturalChina: Chinese-English Reader* series is an open-
ended series ol collections of writings In ( hiucse. mostly
essays and short stories by contempt»nry Chinese writers. Our
purpose in putting together this bilingual series Is to help you
enjoy ctmteraponiry Chinese literature and oihoi writings in
then authentic, unadulterated flavor and to understand the
Chines.* society, culture, history, and the contemporary life of
the Chinese people as you learn the language and hone your
reading skills. Abilingual textwill assist you in better savoring
these works and in checking your understanding of the
Chinese original against the English translation.

YVrhope you will like this volume.

tliu Editor
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About the Book

Tale* Itom Five Thousand Years of Chinese History is n
collection of talcs from Chinese history It follows .l
chronological orderand coversa period from ancient times to
prc-Upium War Qing Dynasty.

The selection of topics was done by Mr. Lin Hondo ligoo-
1972). nn educator and linguist Mr. Lin drew up the outline
for the collection and contributed some chapters. Following
Mr. Lins death. Mr. Cuun Yuzhang 11934-1996) took over his
mantle and completed the work This collaboration by two
consecutive authors has enjoyed wide appeal by virtue ofIts
historical accuracy, well structured narration. I[luent writing
and its distinct style.

The bilingual Tales hum Five Thousand Years o fChinese
History /f/starts from ancient times and culminates in the
subjugation of six feudal states by the king of the state of
Qin. We have abridged somewhat the original Chinese edition

in light ol the demand ofbrevity in a bilingual edition.

Translator's note Translations ol official titles of imperial
China an* bLsed on JI Dictionary o f Official Titles In Imperial
China by Charles O. Huckvt. published by Stanford University
Press in 1985,
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1. Emperors Huangdi
(the Yellow Emperor),

Yao and Shun

About five thousand years ago. the Yellow river and the
Yangtzeriver valleys of Chinn were inhabited by numerous
ciarts and tribes. Huangdi was the most legendary leader of
one of those tribes.

The tribe led by Huangdi originated In the Jishul area in
northwest China before migrating to Zhuolu Itoda/S Zhuolu
and Hualui m Hebei Province), where the tribesmen settled
and suuted to engage in animal husbandry and farming.

Yundi. ncontemporary of Huangdi and leader ol another
tribe, which first settled In the Jiangshul area In northwest
China, had according to legend close blood ties to Huangdi's
tribe. As the fortunes ol Vaiidi's tribv declined. Bimngdi's
tribe flourished.

There was at this time a tough leader of the Jiuli tribe by
the name of Chi You. Legend has it that Chi You had 81
brothers, allof whom had a head ofbronze and forehead ol
iron and the body ol a wild animaland fed on sand and stone.
These warriorsol uncommon ferocity were said to be makers
of avariety of weaponry su<h as swords, halberds, bows and
arrows. They led Chi You's tribe on frequent raids against

other tribes.
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it WASduringoneol Uivscraids that Chi Youannexed some
ol Yandi‘s territory Yundi put up nn armed resistance but
proved no match lot Chi You,whose marauding hordes touted
YandVstroops. Yandi had [u>choice but to rvtreat to Zhuolu.
where he requested the help n( Huangdi. who had long wanted
to eliminate thisbane ofall the tribes. He rallied the support
ofthe tribes and put togetheran army that defeated Chi You
in a decisive battle on the plains of Zhuolu. Huangdi gained
the loyalty and support ol many tribes In the process hut a
rifl developed between the tribes headed by Yandl and
Huangdiand Yandl lostout in a battle between the two tribes
in Banquun (southeast ol presenl-diry Zhuolu in Hebei
Province) Tills marked Huangdl's ascendancy to supreme
leader ol the alliance ol tribes in China's Central Plain.

According to legend, the reign ol Huangdi coincided with
many inventinns and discoveries, such OSthe building of
palaces, carts, boats and colorful clothing These were surely
not the work of any one inventor but they have all been
credited to Huangdi by jiosterity.

Legend also has it that Lei Zu. a consort ol HuangdVs.
enjoyed taking pint in productive work. Before she taught
women in the tribe how to raise silkworms, unwind silk
threads from their cocoons and weave them into silk cloth,
silk had been unknown in China.

CaitgJte HuangdVsofficial historian, reportedly created a
written language, which cannot be confirmed because no
vestige of It has survived

Legend down through the ages has exalted Huangdi. who

has been popularly believed to be the ancestorof the Hunxla
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race or tin- Cathay by posterity. Since the Yundi and Huungdi
tfibeHshorcd kinship and evvntu.illy merged together, we also
refer to ourselves as Van-Huang descendants. A Mausoleum
ol Huangdi (the Yellow Emperor» has been erected on
Qiaoshan Hills north of Huungling County ol Shaunxi
Province to honor the memory of this legendary common
ancestor of the ( hincso notion.

It is said that alter Huangdi left the scene, three famous
leaders emerged at different times at the liead ol tribal
alliances. They were. In chronological order, Yao. Shun and
Vu. who had been tribal chiefs before being elevated to
supreme leader of their tribal alliance.

The lender of the tribal alliance in those times always
consulted the tribal heads on major issue*

As Yao goton in age. he started to give serious thought to
the question ofsurcessiun. He accordingly called together all
the leaden ofthe various tribes to disi uss the matter.

Aftei Yao explained his thinking, unun by the beme of
Fang Qi spoke up. “Youi sun Dtm Zhu is an cnhghtrui d person.
He is supremely suited to the succession "

‘No Thatkid hasno integrity and Is in perpetual argument

with others." intoned Yao gravely.

Another man. whosename was Hthing Don. made himself
heard: There is this Gong Gong, who oversees irrigation works-
ite us known for doing .1 good job."

Again Yao -.hook hi< head in disagreement: TiongGong
has the gift n! gab and is glib ol tongue. His prudent mid polite
exterior servesusacover forhis duplicitous thoughts Icannot

place trust in this kind of clmmcter'

KT ivoiy
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EmpVtOte Htiunqill. Y»'. «ml Sill

The round of diitcusslOns proved Inconclusive and Yao
conUnued io look fur i<uliable successor. When he culled
.mother meeting to consult the tribal chiefs an the question
ofsuccessionand asked them for omommvndntlnns. there was
1 chorus ol support for Shun.

Having listened to the glowing accounts ol Shim's
achievements and qualities and having closely observed him
for a period. Yao came to the conclusion that Shun indeed
was blessed with both virtue and competence. He therefore
abdicated his throne in favor of Shunt this mode of
relinquishing power to a successor is called shan rang in
Chinese history, meaningabdicating the throne to a deserving
candidate- In effect In the era of the clan communes, it was
notuncommon forthe chins to electa new leader when Iheir
current leader become*, too old to rule effectively.

After Slum took over the reins, he maintained the people’s
trust In him by his diligence and simple und frugal ways as he
labored side hy side with them. When Yao died a lew years
later. Shun proposed to rede his position of .illume leader
back to Yno'sson Dan Zhu but the proposal did not meet with

wide approval and Shun was formally enthroned.
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2.Da Yu Tamed the Floods

During the rvign ol V. tilt- Yellow Rivervitlley was hit by
dirvastuUiig floods that drowned crops and destroyed houses,
forcing the people to inuve in higher gruuiid. In many localities
people's lives wore made more perilous by poisonoussnakes
and fcrewlous wild beasts flushed out by the floods.

To find ways to tame the wild walws. Yau convoked the
Irib.il chiuls of the olltoncc and asked them to namesomeone
who would be equal tu the task of taming the floods. They
unanimously recommended Gun.

Y.iowas lit* particularly llustfulof Gun butreluctantly agreed
when tin chiefs explained thnt since there was at tin time no
better candidate nv.nliihlv. In* might as well give Gun a try.

Gun spentnine years trying to tamv the floods, all tu no
avail Allhe did wits trying to 'bury* the water with earth and
build dams,only to havethem burst hy the raging water and
end up with more devastation

Alterraking overthe reins from Yao,shun visited the flood
zones on a fn:t finding lour. He found Gun derelirt of duty
and had him executed. He then entrusted the mission of
taming the floods to Gun4 sou whose name was Yu.

In a radical departure- from his lather's approach. Yu
ordered the digging of ditches to divert the Overabundance ol
water and tire dredging ofheavily silled rivers, all to ensure
that tin Hood water found nn unobstructed way tu the ocean.

He worked side by side with lire |[yeopU\ wearing H straw hat
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kviddiui* o spade and carrying vxcavaied earth. In Iact working
so hard that he lost all the hairs on his legs.

After thirteen years ol strenuous effort the flood water
was finally channeled to the ocean and the reeincrged hind
could once again hr planted to crops.

The recently married Yuwas soengrossed In his work that
on uumerous occasions when In* passed by his house In his
Hectic schedule rushing Hitherand thithiM hv did nolonce drop
in for a visit. OIKC.whctt he passed by his house his wile Tu
Shun hud Just given birth to their son Qi. but he resisted the
temptationbl looking in despite thecrying ofthe newbornbaby.

Therewasattiretimea hugeroounlaln in the middle reaches
of the Yellow River valley called Longmen <Dragon Gate)
Mountain (northwest of today s Hejin County in Shanxi
Province!. The river channel narrowed as It flowed by the
mountain and the water rushing eastward toward longmen
Mountain often overflowed the riverbanks. causing devastating
Hoods After observing the topographyofthe viiinlty. Yu led his
inmy ol workers Inan assault on the mountain, gouginga channel
ihrough It. .(Hording the river uu unobwrm led path Cast,

Posterity celebrates Yu's ftit In taming the flnmls mid
posthumously Iresttnvs on him the reverentiul titlrol Tnvat Yu

As he aged. Shun followed the example of Yaoand looked
forhis successorin earnest. Yuwasatop choice in public opinion
because ofhis achievementsin harnessing the Yellow Rivrr Yu
sucreedcd Shun as leaderofthe Alliance upon the lattciS death.

Thisw.is in the btc stage ofthe era ol clan communes. As
productivity grew, the produrer produced not only enough to

sustain himself and his family buta nice surplus The ilanand
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trihiil lendersused tiielr levenige and position to appropnuiv
Inr themselves the surplus produced by ihulr people, thus
betxanilng the nobility. With surplus production, prisoners ol
war rapiunxlhi tribal wars were no longer slnughlcrcd but were
iuiiU41 into slaves to work lor the nobility. The emifrgenrc ol
the classes ol slaves and sluve-owncrs signaled the beginning
ofthe collapse of the dan society.

Willi Yu’s accomplishments in taming the floods, the
authority and the prestige of the Alliance leader gtew
considerably. It issutd that mi oileastern tour undertaken in
his old age. Yu convoked the tribal chiefs fur a meeting with
him near Kuniji M ountains Inunr today's Shaoxing m Zhejiang
Province). All those who flocked to pay homage to Yu brought
jewelry and rare fabrics and performed elaborate rites. One
trlbid chiefcalled Fong Feng was unfortunate enough to be
the lastarrival. Considering this nslight. Yu had him IxjbcudutL
this shows that Yuhy that time had mviphvd fromun alliance
leader into a bonn fide king.

Yu had a right himd nun called Gao Yao. who helped him
with governance. After Gan'sdeath, his son Bo Yi followed in
his father's footsteps to hwomv Yu's aide. In tin- sbhun rapg
tradition (abdicating to a deservingsuccessor). BO Yi should
hove been designated Yu’s successor hut upon Yu's death, the
nobility of the Xia tribe. Flora which Yu originated placed
instead Yu'sson Qi on the throne.

The election system which was the norm in the clan society
was thus offidally abolished and replaced by the system of
hereditary succession. The Xiadynasty, the first dynasty founded

on the shivv-owning system In Chinn’s history, vmvrgvd.
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3- Shang Tang and

the Yin Dynasty

The reign ol the XIn dynasty lasted about four hundred
yenrs”The last ruler of the Xln dynasty in the 16th century
B+t' was XiaJle. who wns a notorious tyiaul.

The lovs-erreachesofthe Yellow River were Inhabited by
a tribe called Shung. Its animal husbandry thrived so much
and grew su last that by the latter years of the Xia dynasty
when Tong beenrao Shnng's lender, il had developed Into a
powerful tribe.

Notingthecorruption and decadence ol Xia lie. Shang Tang
dedicated himself to the cause of overthrowing the XI»
dynasty. While outwardly pledging allegiance tujie. lie secretly
built up his own power and strength.

Among the slaves brooght overos dowry by Shang Tang's
wife w.isu man called Yi Yin. It is said that he storied out as
a cook after coming to the household ol Shang Tang. With
time Shang Tang discovered that Yi Yin wasnot one of your
run ol the-rnill slaves.In Illsconversations with YIYin.5hung
Tang rcullzed that hi* had passed lilihsell off as a dowry slnve
with the express purpose ol meeting Tang. Afvr hearing out
YiYin. who expounded to Tangcm his Ideas about government.
Tang Immediately promoted him to be his advisoi

Shnng Iang brought up his idea of an expedition against

xiaJle-whereupon YI Yin commented: "Xia.lie x still powerful.



JH. m T.
wikr«* «toilfcNe. MIIIIB

tos. «tfcpiaww. «ar® ® .

iitr-"r. JIJK"$Ne ?25B 8/ T H«MIKNe®K.
HOKCDK]L,

NA «nay.3k. uMe Mo & & m2\& Y2’

M. W AK -Adrr*. LR %« «
fl42 4= . JIn*uril *:»*«».

Soift. XUIKITA&A. hX
NOKHU-5«TN%Ne, "VW WrAIX-WI "I « X 1 *
THtniaN8#.

ITXK :A 6 +. 1441 *

W-'"Xr. Hft. Ne AU «««. Ko WWStttW* (~UJ
UM ««a«ll? irr -ft. ESMTPxtttJIRr.

Me. o «asa N » K MK I .

-X A BE*,



Why don’t we first stop paying him tribute to test the water
and -UHhow hr nmrkI’

Shanq Tangstopped paying llibute to Xia Jle..is suggested
by YiYin Ihls hail the Immediateefiectofincurring the wrath
of Xt.iJie. who ordered the nine Yi(harh.manl trilws to attack
Shang Tang, swing that the Yitribes still lollawed the orders
ul Xia Jie. Yi Yin wasted no time in asking Xia Jie lor
forgivenessand resuming the paying of tributes.

Avent later altersome VItrilns, fed up with The exactionsand
exploitationofthe Xiadyniisty,broke away from it one after another.
Tangand YiYinsaw that the timehadtom e foi.«nujiw expedition

Alter the nc:ivssionul Qi to the thromv hereditary succession
had been pr.ntired for more than lour hundred years and it
would be no easy task to overthrow the Xia monarchy. After
consultations with Yl Yin. Vangdecided to call together his
troops, and gave a personal pep talk before the campaign.

He said: "I would not have dated mount an insurgency
save lot the many evil deeds of Xia fie It was my manifest
destiny to eliminate him and I am not one to disobey the
mandate ol heaven." He then set out his rules of discipline
and rewardsand punishments.

Shang Tang invoked tin gods In motivate his troops, who
had long harbored a death wish against Xia Jle. As u result
they fought valiantly and routed the army of Xia Jle In a battle
at MingtiQo (north of today's An Yi Township of Yuncheng
County lit Shanxi Province).

Xia Jie retreated to Nanchao (southwest of today's Chao
County in Anhui Province), with Tang in lint pursuit. Jie was

to stay there in exile until his death.
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The Xia dynasty was thus replaced by the Shang
dynasty in Chinesi- history Tang’s expedition against Xia
has become known us the Sluing ¥.mg Ce (change! Ming
«destiny!, because the ancient ruling classes considered a
changeof dynasties as a change to the mandate ol heaven,
hence the expression G> Ming, which is literally translated
as 'revolution' but is a diilcient concept altogether from
what we call 'revolution' nowadays.

At the founding of the Shnng dynasty by Tang its capital
was Ilotloda/s Shangqiu in Hunan Province).

The Shang wasruled by twenty emperors after Tang before
Pan Gong look over the reins. He was an able monarch. In
order to restore stability to society, he decided to move the
capital to Yin (today’s Xiaotun Village of Anyang in Hunan
Province), where he got the Shang house in order and
revitalized the declining dynasty. The Shang dynasty is thus
also known as Yin Shang or the Yin dynasty.

Now. more Iluin three thousand long years later, the
capital ol the Shang dynasty lies in ruins. The large numbers
ol archaeological liuds excavated in modern times in
Xiaotun Village of Anyang prove this was once the site ol
the ancient capital ol the Shang. The village Is therefore
also known as Ilie Yin Ruins.

The artifacts dug up from the Yin Ruins include more than
a hundred thousand fragments of tortoise shell and animal
hones bearing inscriptions of unrecognized characters.
Assiduous archaeological research finally succeeded in
deciphering the clwirnrters. I1turned out that the ruling class

of the Shang dynusty was superstitious and always used
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tortoise shell mid animal bone to divine their fortunes belurv
any sacrificial rites hunting excursions and military
expeditions. Alter the divination rites, the events and
circumstances ul the day and the results ol the divination were
carved on the tortoise shell and animal bones in a written
language, which is fur diflerent from the modem Chinese
language and hascome to be known as the flu go wen (shell
and bone language). The j2 gu wen is n preuuisor of the
present day Chihvse Hon language.

The lelivs uneaithed at the Yin Ruins also include large
numbers of hmnzv vessels, utensilsand wenpolity ul a wide
variety and fine craftsmanship. Among them is a large
square ding (ancient cooking vessel! culled si nni rvu.
weighing87s kg. 133 c¢cm In height. 110cm in length and 78
cm in width, adorned hy elaborate and rich floral designs.
A bronze object ol this size attests to the high level ol
bionze-making technology and artistic achievement
attained in the Yin Shang period.

The fiagu wen on ai.iclobpnes unearthed atthe Yin Ruins
affords a solid foundation fora more ucciirntc understanding
of the society ol the Yin Shnng period II is fob to say that
the earliest written records of Chinese history date 10 the

Shung dynusty.
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4. Jiang Taigong the Angler

Zhou,the lustempt'forofthe Yindynasty.eleven monarchs
after the death of Pun Geng. was. like XlulJie. interested only
in his Own pleasures and oblivious of the fate ofthe common
people. He built one palace alter another lor hlmsell and
constructed a luxurious ‘DeerPavilion' In his alternate capital
Chnoyang Undny's Cft-County In Henan Province!; in which he
hoarded nil the gold, silver jewelry and Other tieusmes he had
amassed. He also built a huge storehouose called 'Ju Qiao" to
house foodstuffs he'd taken from his people. He lilletl u pond
with wine and the large ruts ol meat he ordered hung out
formed n "forest". He and his favorite concubine Da Jl led .1
dissolute and decadent life. He meted out torture and cruel
punishments to his subjects. Any nobleman or plvhinn who
dared to contradicthim could be arrested and roasted to death
nn a bronze pillar heated In incandescence. This punishment
was called paoluoor cannon rousting.

The cruelty of Zhou hastened the demise of the Sluing
dynasty. In the meantime a tribe In the west was flourishing.
It was called the Zhou tribe

Zhou was an ancient tribe. In the waning yeurv of the
Xia dynasty, this tribe inhabited areas that coincide with
present Jay Shaanxi mid Gansu provinces. To getaway from
the harassment and incursionsofthe Hongand Di nomadic
tribes, 1b tribal chief Gu Gong Dan Fu led his people in an

exodus to the plains at the loot of the Qishan Mountain!.



w. mw w mv& 6'n. (H&«liim)

it ratT-di.y T*.
MT&A*KXMAXKB .
Ne. tpe$SMITI .;k: T'. 9 Ne

Ne #£Ne #EE#1M1. MEMXKra. T *IAKilNe?P]

1 umf#ﬂwn V #:9tttfrss«s«. AGUNUXE

- 1 1| &
«BVX® *»#N ..

/IT » » * ® * | ft>X E S

iitNe ftit J-4t SII0 IOX E Neit.it . M 91 CEPII »MXXT.

UTT I'- XKo" . #ealX3E*{p "03ex
Ne & -«, $fiy6u) II -. fII®BM «fl6r W ~56% . M
KTW . .o v v~ om w oad » e
$t£SLTIG 0 $ . 9 II XK #Ne 36, ift:

orpnunio at." #I X E #»)'.



Itwig

timitheast ot today's Qishan County in Shaanxi Province!,
where they settled.

By the time Ji Chung llaier assuming the title of King Wen
ol Zhoul. grandson ol (.iu Gong Dim Fu. succeeded to the
leadership position, the Zhou tribe was already a major power.
King Wen ol Zhou was .lllable statesman whose life style was
m sharp com rust to that ul King Zhou of ihv Shang. who
enjoyed drinking, hunting and meting out willfulpunishment
to his people. King Wen of Zhou banned drinking and forbade
the nobility from going on hunting expeditions which often
wreaked havoc Ollcrops. He encouraged his people to raise
more cuttle .md sheep and plant more loud crops. As a result
ol his «unbraceol people with tiilentsthe was able to attrucl 11
lot of them to his service.

The rise ol the Zhou tribe was perceived asn grave threat
by the Shang. Chong Houhu. Shnng Zhou's chief minister,
maligned King Wen ol Zhou in frontol Shnng Zhou,observing
that King Wen ol Zhou wns wielding too much influence,
which, if unchecked, would hurt the Shang.

Silimg Zhou Issued 0 warrant of arrest against King Wen
of Zhou, who wa$ subsequently lucarciinrted in Youlltin the
vicinity of today's TangyaiigCoimly in Henan Province). The
nobility of the Zhou made a gill ol many beautiful women,
handsome horses amiothertreasures to Sluing Zhou without
forgettingofcourse to shower hisclose advisers with presents.

At the sight of the beautiful women and treasures. Shang
Zhou's face lighted up in n wide grin He said, "lust one ol
these items would he enough as ransom for the release of |1

Chang,"whereupon he set King Wen ofzlioti free.
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Hhiltiy TLI Mol,

Sluing Zhou's incompetence and cnn-lty and loss of the
people", hofits mid minds sli'eled King Wen of Zhou’s resolve
to attack the Sh.mg dynasty. He needed .imilitary talent to
help him prosecute the War and started to make discreet
inquiries to find such talents.

Oneday KingWenofZhou took hissonsand some soldiers
in hisCarriageto hunton the north hank ol the WeiRiver. He
saw an old man fishing by the river,oblivious to the rumbling
ol the convoy ofcarriages and horses. His cariosity piqued by
this strange serenity exhibited by the lone angler. King Wen
of Zhou descended from his carriage und struck up a
conversation with the old man.

iu the conversation he learned that the old man's name
was (rang Shang lot tO Shang, LO being the name of his
ancestral fiefl and that he vva« an expert in the artofwar.

King Wen said excitedly. "My late gnm dl.ither once told
mr that 1would one day meet a great man who would help
me make the Zhou tribe great. You are this man then! My
grandfatherhad expected you all that tim er He invited Jinng
Shang to return to the palace with him and the old man
smoothed hisheard and followed King Wen onto the carriage.

Jiang Shang got tin-name ol rutgoog WanglExpccted by
the Grandfather! later because he was the man King Wen's
grandfather had expected In popular lore he is known as
Jiang Taigong.

Taigong Wang proved a worthy right hand man tn King
Wen. He advocated increased production combined with
military training. As the power of the Zhou tribe grow. King

Wen one day asked Taigong Wang? "I am thinking ol
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overthrowing ;i lyrant W hich slate do you think we should
tackle first?"

“let's go after Mi Xu iiisU" Taigong Wang answered.

Someone raised an objection: Thu monarch of Mi Xu is a
tough nutto crack. We may not be able to defeat him.*

Taigong Wang explained. The monarch of Mi Xu has lost
popular support by his cruelty toward them. We'd have nothing
to lent from him. were he ten times tougher.'

When King Wen ol Zhou's expeditionary force
approached Mi Xu. its people started rioting even before
battle was joined. They trussed up their monarch and
switched allegiance to King Wen.

Three yearsart King Wen sent troops against Chtmg feast
of today’s Hu County in Shaanxi Province!, which was ihv
largest vassal stole on the western bordersol die Shang. Alter
subjugating the state ot Chong. King Wen erected city walls
and established his capital there und named it iqnyyi. In a
few years, die Zhou tribe gradually extended its dominion over
much of the territory formerly under Shang rule as more und
mure tribes switched over tn King Wen'sside

King Wen. however, did nut get to sec the demise of the
Shang dynasty. He died of illness just as lie got ready to send

his trnops against Shang Zhou.
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g. Slaves' Rebellion

A fter the death ol King Wen of Zhou his son U Fi
acceded to the throne and assumed the title of King Wu of
Zhou King Wu askttd Taigong Wang to be his mentor and
his brothers Dun the Duke of Zhou and Shi the Duke of
Zhao to be his assistants as he undertook to Improve
governance and build up his army In preparation loi War
againstShang Zhou.

The next year King Wu of Zhou marched his troops to
Mcngjfn (northeast ul today’s Mvngjin III Henan Vrovmrel.
where he reviewed the troops, with more than eight hundred
lords from minor states flocking of their own accord to
Mem-jtn. They asked that King Wu lead them on an expedition
against the Sluing but King Wu believed that the time was not
yet ripe forsuch action and returned to his capital Fengyi alter
the Inspection of his troops. *

In the meantime Shang Zhou's evil rule was going from
had to worst- Rrinces Rl Gail.Ji Zi and WeiZi of the Shang
got extremely worried und tried to dissuade him from
continuing the perversities. Their hard lobbying not only
failed to move Shang Zhou but so enraged him that he had
Bi Gan killed and sadistically ordered his chest cut open so
that he could have a look at what was in his heart. Ji Zi
escaped a like fate by feigning madness but was made a slave
and lost his freedom. Losing all hope in the Shang, Wei Zi

left the alternate capital rhaoge for good.
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In the first year of the eleventh century B.C King Wu
retetved Intelligence from scouts lh.it Shang Zhou hud become
n pariah among his people and kin. Concluding that the
moment had finally arrived, hi* mastered .1 fifty-thousand
strongarmy and named T.iigong Wang,an expert In the art of
war. its supreme comtnuudL'i. The army crossed the Yellow
River In Its eastward thrust, joined at Mengjin hy the troops
led hy the eight hundred lordsofsmeller states. At Mengjin
King Wu presided over aceremony to rally the troops, in which
he denounced Shang Zhou's crimes against the people and
i.illed for 1 united fight to overthrow.Shang Zhou

One day two old men stood in the way ofthe advancing
troops of King Wuand demanded to see him. They were soon
recognized to he the two sons of the head ol the state of Gu
Zhu <oday's lulnng in Hebei Province!; the older brothel was
Bo Yiand the younger Shu Qi The king of Gu Zhu favored
ihv younger Shu Qi and had transferred power to him Bo Yi
had divined his father's intentions and decided to leave Gu
Zhu voluntarily Unwilling to ascend the throne given up hy
his older brother. Shu Qialso went into hiding. When King
WenofZhou was still alive, the two btoilu-rs had immigrated
to the state ol Zhou and settled there. Upon learning about
thfsexpedition llgainst Shang Zhou, they had rushed there
to try to stop the adventure.

When King WuofZhou received them, they gripped the
reins of King Wu'% mount and suid ‘Emperor Zhou is the
Son ol Heavenand you are asubject ofhis. How can n subject
rise against the Son of Heaven? This would be an

unconscionable perversion!"
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Ilie soldiers and officers flanking King Wu were so
incensed by these words th;il thvy drew their swords, wanting
to kill the brothers.

Wvll aware that the two men were bookish nerds. Taigong
Wang ordered the soldiers not to harm them but simply to
ask them to leave, little knowing that they wereso traumatized
by the experience they later went up the Shenyang Mountains
and killed themselves hy going on a hunger strike

Theexpeditionary force against Shang Zhou, armed with
1 high morale, sliced through enemy defenses like a sharp
axe splitting a bamboo, and in no time reached Muye
(southwest of today's Oi County In Hvmm Proviitcd. only
seventy /i from Chaoge.

Getting wind ofthis attack. Shnng Zhou immediately put
together anarmyofseven hundred thousand and led it to Muyv
to oppose the advance o f King Wu’s troops. "King Wu hod only
fifty thousand men." he thought. "[can't imagine how my seven
hundred thousand would not defeat the smaller army!"

But halfofthe seven hundred thousand strong Shang ormy
consisted ol hastily armed mid insufficiently trained slaves mid
.aptives from the eastern Yi tribe-:;, who had suffered grievously
undertheoppression and abuseof Shang Zhou. They hated Shang
Zhouand had noiutentiotl to die for him. When KingW u'stroops
launched an unrelenting attack on the battleground o f Muye.
these slaves turned their weapons against the Shnng troops. It
didn’t take long for the sevcie hundred thousand-strong Shang
army to disintegrate and collapse. Ridingon the cresto fvictoiy.
Trtigong Wang led the Zlum troop*,on a hot pursuit ofthe touted

Shang army all the way to the Shang capital ol Change.
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Ilavinv* made it bark to Change. Shang Zhou realized that
thegamewasup for him. That very nightheensconced himtell
in the Peer Pavilion, set it albmo. jumped into the blaze and
immolated himself.

Afteroverthrowing the Shang. King Wu of Zhou moved
his Tupital from fengyl to Haojing Iwest ol today’s Xi'an In
Shaanxi Province) and Founded the Zhou dynasty.

In order to consolidate the rule ol the Zhou dynasty. King
Wu started the practice ofcreating ducal fiels hn royal family
members,and as rewards furpeople who had made Important
contributions to the State. Thus Taigong Wang w as assigned
the fiefofQb King W u's brother Dan the Dukv of Zhou received
the fivl ul Luand his brother Shithe Duke ol Zhao was the
fiefof Y.m It Is said that between King Wu and his -.on King
Chenga total ol more than seventy ducalstates were created.

Although the Shnng dynasty extinguished, its nobility and
sl.iv. owners still preserved some Influence in society. In Older
to pacify these people. King Wuconferred the titlv of m.mptis
of Yin on Shnng Zhou’s sou Wu Ceng, who stayed in the Yin
capital. King Wu ulsu assigned his three brothers Guun Shu.
Cai Shu und Huo Shu to Wu Geng, ostensibly to assist him
butlIn factto kwp him undersurveillance, they arc sometimes

known as the Threeltiuis fsurvelllantsl.'
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6. The Duke of Zhou - King

Cheng's ChiefCounselor

Two years niter he founded the Zhou dynasty, King Wu
ol died of illness and was succeeded hy his son Ji Sony,
assuming the title ol King Cheng of Zhou. He was then only
13 years old and the recently founded Zhou dynasty had not
yetbeen fully consolidated, so the task of helping King Cheng
to govern fell on King Wu's biotlicT Dan the Duke of Zhou,
who became de facto acting Sun of Heaven Historians have
adopted the convention of calling him simply the Duke of
Zhou withoutthe nuuie of Dan.

The Duke ofZhou's fief was the state of Lubul he couldn't
stay in Lubecause he had official duties in the capital. As
soon as his son BoQlIn was old enough, he sent him to Lu to
rule in his place.

Before setting out lur Lu. Bo Qln asked his father Ifhe
had any instructions or advice lor him. The Duke of Zhou
said: "I am King Wens son and King Wu's brother. 1 am
also the reigning monarch’ uncle W hat kind of stature do
you think 1 possess?"

Bo Qin replied: "Naturally you have an I'xulted statute *

fhc Duke of Zhou said: "Right* I'm Indeed in a high
position Butwhenever there is an emergency, say. when I urn
W ashing my halt, t haw to stop washing and rush out to deal

with it. with my hand holding my wet hair. Orsomeone asks
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to sec me when 1 am In ihv middle of .1meal; I spit out tin
food already in my mouth and hasten to ntccfve the guest.
That way Irun he sure that people of talent will gravitate to
my side. You will be only the governor of u state in Lu: you
must not bci'onte arrogant.'

Bo Qin nodded at everything his father said and promised
to remember the words of wisdom.

The Duke ul Zhou dedicated himself to helping King
Cheng to govern the Zhou but his brothers Guan Shu and
Cal Shu started spreading rumors claiming that the Duke
ol Zhou Harbpfed the ambition of wresting the throne from
King Cheng.

Although given tliu title uf M arquis of Yin* Slung Zhou's
son Wu Geng felt his style cramped by the constant
surveillance he was placed under. He would lie only too glad
il the Zhou were to be plunged into internal strile. which
would likely help him return to the throne and restore the
Yin regime. In collusion with Guun Shuand Cai Shu hi-started
an insurgency alter rallying some noblemen of the defunct
Sluing to his cause and Instigating several eastern Yl
(barbarian) tribes to join the m tion

Tib rumors started by Wu Geng. Guon Shu and company
were causing a big stir in Hoojing. planting seeds ol doubt
even In the mind of Shi the Duke ol Zhao. Unable to separate
the wheat Itom the chaff, the young and inexperienced King
Cheng's began to waver tn his confidence In the uncle who
bad been helping him govern.

Saddened by the turn ofevents, the Dukeof Zhou derided

Tiist to hive ,1 frnuk talk with Shi the Duke ofZhao, assuring
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him ih.it lie had no hidden agendu He nsked tin* Duke ol Zhuo
to take to hcort the interest* ofthe *.tate und not to be swaytid
hy the rumors, tiy pourint; out bis heart to the Dukv of Zhao,
the Duke of Zhou wasable to dispel misunderstandings and
bring him hack Into cooperation with the Duke of Zhou. With
domestic tensions defused and behind him. the Dukv ol Zhou
resolutely led n largeuimy in an expedition tu the cast

At the time scvenil tribes in the east,such as the Huai Y1
and the Xu Hung, had allied with Wu Cengand were spoiling
hu alight The Dukool Zhou issued an order to Taigomj Wang,
authorizing him to attack any state whose allegiance to the
Zhou was Indoubt This enabled Taigong Wang to partly tin
east while the Duke could devote undivided attention to
dealing with Wu Geng.

In three years’ time, the Dukv ofZhou finally succeeded
in putting down Wu Gang's rebellion and had Wu Geng
executed. With Wu Gang's defait. Guan Shu fell he could no
longer face his brotherand nephewsand hanged himself. A fter
the rebellion was put down,the Dukeof Zhou dismissed Huo
Shu from ofllceand sent Cai Sim into punitive militaiy service
mid exile in u remote part of the dominion.

In the eastern expedition led hy the Dukv ol Zhou, large
nuinber$al'the membersofthe Shang nobility wen? captured.
Thelr resistance against the Zhou earned them the
appellation ‘the recalcitrantremnants." The Dukeol Zhou
had misgivings about leaving them where they were. With
Hdojingat thv western end ol the dominion Itwas difficult
to exercise effective control over the vast Central Plain to

the vast The decisiono fbuilding ¢ new capital in thr vast
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%vas Lhcrefon? mflde. The "recalcitranl rcmnanls" of thv Yin
dynasty WVT« moved 10 the* new capital l.uoyi (today's
Luoyam; in Hcnun Province), where they were placed under
surveillance hy the military.

From that time onward, the Zhou boasted tw o capitals:
Hnojing in the west, also known .is Zonpzhnu and Luoyi in
the east, also known as Chengzhou.

The Duke ol Zhou’s regency spanning seven years
consolidated the regime ul the Zhou dynasty. He uvvrsaw the
creation ul un elaborate set of conventions, rites and
regulations, when King Chengreached the ageol the Duke
ul Zhou handed power bark tu thv king.

The reign of King Chengol Zhou and of Insson King Kang
spanned halfarentury during which thv Zhou dynasty saw
its power and territory further extended. Historians callil the

"Halcyon EraofCheng 6 Kang,"
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7- Beacon-fires on

M ount Lishan

The 12th king of thv Zhou dynasty is Kinq You Zhuu, who
neglected affairs of stale und lived a life ofcnmul pleasures in
drinkmg. gluttony and carousing with beautiful women
broughtto him by his 'beauty scouts' from all over his realm.
When tmeof his top ministers Ban Xiang remonstrated with
King You. the lattei not only Ignored his wise counsel hut sent
BOO Xiang to Jail

Bsio Xiang was- Incarcerated fut three years, during which
his kfnspeople tried every avenue to get him out. They
bought a beautiful girl in s village, who was then taught tu
sing and doner and later finely pockaged and presented to
King You in exchange ol Unu freedom of Bao Xiang. The
girl was presented as s mvmbci of the ITao clan and given
the name of Bao SI.

Elated hy the acquisition o f Bflo Si. King You released Boo
Xiang. Despite his showering aifectiuu and favors on Huo Si.
the latter remained in a constant slate of depression and did
not once smile since her introduction into the royal palace
King You tried all kinds o ftrirks and treats to geta smile out
ofher withoutliny success. She remained dour-faced.

Crestfallen. King You posted a reward, declaring that
anyone who could geta smile out ofthe royal consort would

receive one thousand Hangofgold from thv king.
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1 sycophant called Guo shlfu camu- up with .1 grotesque
Idea. Todefend uguiiLst the Incursionsofthe Qunn Rongtribe,
some twenty beacon-fire towers had beenerected along the
ridges ol finlUshim Mountains (southeast oi today's among
In Shaanxi Provlncclut intervalsofseveral /. When attacked
by Qunn Rong marauders, defendersat the llrst beacon tower
would light .1bonfire, the sight ol which would signal soldiers
ol thesecond tower to do likewise. Thiswould triggera chain
reaction. .Iripple effect down the system of hearon towers.
As 40611 us ihe .ileit was received by the ducal state near a
beacon tower, it would send outreinforcements against thv
Invaders Guo Shlfu Said to King You: T he beacon towers haw
been in disuse all these peaceful years. I'd like to invite his
Majesty and her Highness fora lew daysof fun and leisure on
Mount Ushun We would light up .1 honlitv ,« night to trick
the duke in the vicinity into comingto our rescue. W hen her
Highnesssees the troops In full battle gear arrive only to find
the whole thing a hoax. I guarantee you that she will smile."

King You clapped his hands In approval, saying:
*Wonderful ideal let's do ItT

And they did goup Mount Lisbon and did light .1bonfire of
alert Relieving the flic tu signal miattack by the (hum Rung
hordes, thvnearby dukv rushed over with his troops W hen they
arrived at Mount lish.in, hv und his troops were flabbergasted
when they found nota single Quan Rong tribesman their but
heard music and singing wafting down the hills.

King Yousent greetings to them. Ibanking them for their
trouble and assuring them that nothing was amiss and that

the king and his consort were merely lighting a bonfire for
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spurt- They were told tu it'iurn to where they tam e from.

Thrdukv. renllzim;he had been fooled, left with abellyful
nl unvxpiY Ssible grudges.

Itoo Sicould not at first make heads or tall ol the hubbub
ofarmed men millingabout at tin* footnl Mount Ushan. When
she pressed fut an explanation. King You told her everything
and saw asmile blossom on her face.

That smile earned Guo Shifu a thousand liangofgold
from King You.

In his infatuation with Bao Si. King Youeventually deposed
the reigning queen and his ctown prince and set up Bao Sias
queen and her son BoFu ascrown prince. This prompted the
dukeol the sbilvnl Shen. fatherofthedeposedqueen, to launch
an attack on Haojng. with the Quan Rungas ally.

Sent into a panic by thv invasion ol thv Quan Rong. King
You Ordered that the beacon fire at Mount Lishan be kindled
immediately. Tin-fires were duly lit hut the dukes, having been
burned" before by tin* hoax, ignonxl the alarm.

Thick smokespiralvd up from the beacon towers by day and
fire blazed bright against thv nightsky but no relief materialized.

As aresult large expanses ol Zhou’s western territory wen*
occupied hy the Quan Rong. Fearing the imminent loss ol
Hagqjing, King Ping, who succeeded King You. resolved tu move
thv capital to luoyi in the east.

In 770 B.C. King Pingulfinally moved the capital to luoyi.
Since Hoojing was situated In the west nid luoyi In the east,
historians call the era of Zhou rule with ils capital at Haojing
the Western Zhou period, .md the era of Zhou rule after the

move to the new tapllal ul luoyi tliv Eastern Zhou.
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8. The Hegemony of
Lord Huan of Qi

The Eastern Zhou period begun with the move of the
capitnl to Luoyi by King Ping of Zhuu is subdivided into the
4pritig und Autumn Period .md llie Warring SLilvs Period. In
the Spring.md Autumn period, the Ilouse of Zhou underwent
ldecline, While the Son uf Heaven of the Zhou exercised
authority over the states in name. In reality In- possessed
thv stature of the king ol a secondary ducal state* only. As
more powerful slum annexed smaller ones by military force
and major states were embroiled In perennial wars uf
territorial expansion, the monarch ol the victorious ducal
state would gain the allegiance ol all the other slates and be
chosen as hegemon.

The first hegemonicstate inthe Springand Autumn period
was Qi (with Its capital at Llnzi.today’s Zibn in Shandong
Province!. Qi was the fief of Taigong Wang. King Wu's most
trusted strategistcredited with majorachievements In office.
Its large territory. Its successful exploitation ol coastal
resouires and Us higher productivity artminted lot Itssuperiot
national strength.

In 686 B.C. the state ol QI was plunged Into internal strife,
during which its monarch Lord Xinng of Qi was killed. Hv hud
two surviving brothers, one of whom was GpngxJJiu.present

At the time in the state of Lu twith Its capital at today's Qufu
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ITHull

In Shandong Pravintch the other was Gongzi Xiao Bui. present
at the lime in the state til Ju (with its capital .it today's |u
County in Shandong Province!. F.ach ul them hod u mentor
GongziJiu’s mentor was GuanZhongand Gongzi Xiao Dai was
under the tulcldgtb ol Bao Shuyu. Upon lenmlIng the death ol
tor Xiang ol Oi.both burned with a desire to go back to QI to
claim the vacated throne.

Lord Zhuongof Lu. the muiurch ol the state of Lu, wanted
to personally accompany GongziJiu Im x to Qi. Oufln Zliong
said to Lord Zhunng of Ui; "Gongzi Xiao Bal is In Ju. which Is
geographically much closerto Qi 1lhe were able to enter Qi
first, we'd be in trouble Let me lake some men with me 10
Intercept him.*

As predicted by Guan Zhong. Gongzi Xiao Bai was rushing
back to Ql under tin? protection of Ju and on the way he was
met by the party led by Guan Zhongto head him off. GUang
Zhong armed his bow with an arrow and shot it it Xiao BnL
who emitted a cry and fell in his carriage.

Thinkinghe had tilled Xiao Bal, Guon Zliongescorted Gongzi
Jiu back to Qi in on unhurried mood. Little did hv know thatthe
arrow hita belt buckle on Gongzi Xtari Dais clothes and Xiao Bat'
falling with a cry wasjust u rust'. By the time Gongzi Jiu and
Guan Zhongentered the state of Qi. Xtoo Baiand Bam Shuya had
already outflanked them by taking 1 shortcut. Xiao Balacceded
to tile throne and became lord Huan of Qi.

Once enthroned lord llnan ol Ql defeated the state ol Lu
In a military campaign and directed Lord Zhunng ol Lu to kill
GongziJiu and extradite Guan Zhong m Qi for criminal

prosecution. Lord Zhuang of Lu had no choice but to obey.
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As soon us Guang Zhong wus placed In u pillory und
carted buck In Qi. HuoShuya reennmiciided Gnan Zliong to
Lord Hunn ol Qi.

lord HuanofOisaid nngrily; "Ouan Zhong,tried to kill mv
with un uimw. How con [Iirtisi bunl'

Bao Shuyareplied. "Howasat the time Gongzi liu's mentor.
His «shooting OHarrow at you precisely shows his loyally to
Gongzi liu. His abilities surpass mine. 1lyour Majesty uspm-s
to greatness, Gunn Zhong Is someone you can depend upon to
help you achieve it. *

Lord Huan of Ql. who had a generous disposition,
allowed himself to be persuaded by Quo Shuya. Instead of
prpSCCUting Guan Zhong he named him his chief minister
to help him govern QI

Guun Zhong helped Lord Huan of QI improve and reform
the institutions of government, develop production and
diversify the economy. On his watch the extraction of iron
ores xvas expanded which led to the manufacture ul more
fanning Implements and impmved agricultural techniques.
He also encouraged the large-scale mining of salt from sen
water and ocean fishing. Those status situated fur from the
sea had to depend on QI for their table salt and sea food
People could du without a lot ol things bul salt was u
necessity and QI grew In wealth and power on the strength
ofils salt pruduinon

Lord Huan of Qlnever fora moment gave up hir. ambition
to become the hegemon of all the states, knowing that the
hegemon’s orders would be universally obeyed arid all the

ducal states would pay tribute to him and pledge their
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IThrHarmony ol Idrtl B o

nllegimcv to him. He snid to Gtlfln Zhong; "Now that we h.ivv
suprricii mililiiiy strength and abundant food, isn't il time
to cull together the leadeis ol .ill the ducal states to sign o
pact ol alliance?-

Guan Zhong replied; "W hnfs your rationale for convoking
thv dukes? We neenil dukes under the emperorofthe Zhou
dynasty and which duke is going to voluntarily defer to any
other duke? While the Son ol Heaven has seen his authority
weakened, he is after all still the Son of Heaven outranking
the restofus. It would bv another matter if my Lord could, by
order of the Son ol Heaven, rally the dukes and conclude a
pact with them that calls for unity under the Son ol Heaven
against alien tribes Under the part any party that encounters
difficulties will he helped hy the other parties and those that
moke truubli- will be put in their place hy the others W hen
that happens, you will be avvbimed hegemon hy the others
even Ifyou try to decline thv honor."

lord Huan of Qi agreed: "You are right. But how do We
go about It?"

Guan Zhong replied: IT have an idea W ith King Xiol Zhou
recently Inaugurated inthe timmr. my Und can send an envoy
to eongiutulate the new Son ol Heaven and take the
opportunity to cull his attention to the turmoil in the state ol
Song Iwlth its capital south of today's Sh.mgqlu) the
precarious position of its new Lord and social unrest. I he
envoy could hint at Hn «flirt from the Sonof Heaven affirming
the authority of the lord ul Song. When you had such an edict
In hand, it could serve as a rallying point lor convoking the

dukes of the realm. Noone could say no then."
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lord Huan ol Qi nodded his approval as Guon Zhong
developed his idee,and decided tn follow his advice.

By lh.it lime, thv Sun oF Heaven oi Zhou had seen Ills real
power vitiated. Absorbed in then warsof tprnturiiil expansion
ami land grabblilg. the leaders of the d>|i.il stales had ItHig
stopped giving n hoot ubutit paying homage to the Sou ui
Heaven, so when the freshly enthroned King Xi of Zhou saw
an envoy from u powerful state like Qi bringing tribute and
congratulations, he was much pleated and entrusted lord
Huan of Oi with an edict affirming thr authority ol the lord
ofthe stale of Song.

In 68« B.C.. by order of King Xi oi Zhou, lord Huan of Ol
called all the lenders ofthe ducal states to a conlcrvme at
Behring(north oftoday's Donga Countyin Shandong Province!
on the southwestern border oFQL At that meeting thv dukes
signed a part ol nlliuncv and elected Lord Huan nl Ql us leader
of thv .-illilince by acclamation, with Gunn zhmigs help. lord
lluim ol Ol Imally saw the lulfillmeni ol his ambition <l
becoming hegemon

The Spring und Autumn period saw the emcrgetkv of five
hegemons, who were Inchronological order: Lord Huan of Qi,
Lord WMIof Hn. Lord Xiang of Song, lord MuOfQin and King
Zhuang ol chu. known ill Chinese history .is the "Five

Hegemons of Spring and Autumn."
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g. Wu Zixu Slipped Through

the Gate of Zhaoguan

Bythe time King PhigofClm. grandson ol King Zhmmg,
ascended thr throne, the state ofChu wo*, already in decline.

In 573 B.C. King Ping ofChu decided to depose his ctown
princeJinn. Atthe time the crown prince and Insmentor Wu
She were on garrison duty In Checngfu (west of today's
Xiangchceng In Henan Province). To preempt any opposition
on the Tun ul Wu She. he called back thr latter anilconfronted
him wllh the fnbrh ntvd story ol the crown print e« = plot to
overthrow the mnnarrh.

Although Wu She adamantly denied everything, he was
Immediately thrown in jail

As King Ping of Chu Wang dispatched un assassin to kill
the ctown prince Jtan. he forced Wu She to wntc to his two
sons Wu Sluing and Wu Zixu asking them to telurn. with the
clear intention ofeliminating them us well. The older son Wu
Shang returned to Yingdu (northwestoftoday's Jlimgling in
Hubei Province), where he was murdvid togvthi 1 with his
father Wu She hy King Ping ol Chu. When The <lown prince
Jinn gut wind ol the turn of pventc. In soughlasylum in the
state ol Song, taking with him his son Gongzi Shvng

Wu Zixu. the Other son of Wu She.also escaped from Chu
and quickly met up with the crown prince Jian in Song. It

was a bud time in Song, where civil strife had erupted. Wu
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Zixu took the crown pnncv (ion und Goitgzl sln-nv. to the
st«itv of Zheng Im asylum anti nlvd tu enlist 1l» help In
avenging them. But Lord Dingof Zheng, the monarch of Song,
did not give his assent.

Obsessed with the idea of avenging himself, tin crown
prince Jian went tu the length of colluding with some high
officiids of Zheng In a failed plot to overthrow lord Ding of
Zheng, and was killed by the monucch ol Zheng. Wu Zixu had
to take Gongzi Slieng on the road again, this time to seek
asylum in the state of Wu (with it-nipitul at today’s Suzhou
in Jiangsu Provtijce).

King ldng ofChti had posted a reward forthe arrestof Wu
Zixu and a portrait ol him was displayed at all city gates
throughout the suite of Chu. rhtiif weie strict ordeht for local
authorities lusearch and inspect all suspect subjects.

After making their way out ol Zheng. Wu Zixu and Gongzi
Sheng had to hide themselves in the day and tonlliiuv their
night under cover of night. When they came to Zhanguan
(north oftoday’s Han.shan County in Anhui Province) nt the
border ol Wu and Chu, they found the «arches at the city
gates wm* extremely thorough. It is said that Wu Zixu was so
worried that he could not fall asleep lur several nights and
ended up with Ins hairgone completely white. They had the
good fortune of running Into a kind hearted man hy tin- mutt,
of Dong Gao Gong,who took Wu Zuu in outnl compassion. A
friend ol Dong Gao Gang who happeticd to beai ntrscmhliuto
to Wu Zixu was asked by Dong Gao Gong to present himself
at the city gate to draw suspicion away from Wu Zixu, whose

hair had turned white and whusv countenance hud also
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changed. The gate guards took the false Wu Zixu into custody
hut the real article, unrecognized by the guards, slipped out ol
the gates in the commotion.

After passing through the gale of Zhaoguun, Wu Zixu hiuki
into .1run lot lear ol being pursued by the guards He uime to
a wide river that blocked his progress As Wu Zixu fretted in
anguish, an elderly fisherman poled his small boat toward him
and ferried him uroSs

Thr grateful Wu Zixu look down his sword and gave it to
the fisherman,saying:"Thissword was .1gift from the Lord of
Chu to my grandfatherand I5worth a hundred Hangofgold. I
am giving it to you asa token of my gratitude.'

The elderly fisherman snul: "There is .1 reward ol fifty
thousand dun o fgrain cm youi head posti-d by the loid o fChu
and the promise ofhigh office lor whoever denounces you, If 1
wasnottempted hy the monetary reword or the promise of high
office, why would T'accept thisswotd from you:*"

Wu Zixu immediately apologized to the old fisherman, put
hls-sword away and hade farewell tu his savior.

WuZixucame tothe stateof Wunt.ltime when Gongzi Gunrig
was plotting to overthimv the reigningmonarch. With Wu Zlxu's
help. Gongzi Guitng killed King Liaool Wu und si>thimscll up as
monarch, assuming the title of King He lu of Wu.

After his accession to the throne. King He Luof Wunamed
Wu Zixu his top aide to help him govern the slate of Wu. He
also enlisted Genm |1 Sun Wu. an expert military strategist in
his service. With the assistance of Wu Zixu und Sun Wu. the
kingofWuwas able to build up his military prowess and annex

several smaller neighboring states.
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In S06 EC King Helu ol Wupromoted Sun Wu tusupreme
corantimder und tiuntod Wu Zixu deputy commander of the
.irmy th.i! he personally led In .Inimpaign against the Statu of
Chu In victory after victory he routed the army of Chu and
man hud nil the way Into Yingdu.

At that time King Pint* <l chu had died and his son King
Zhao had deserted his throne und fled Obsessed hy llvisceral
hatred of King pingof Chu. Wu Zixu hud the remains of the
latter exhumed from his tomb so that he could whip it
posthumously.

W ith Wu troopsoccupying Yingdu. Shun Baoxuol Chu fled
to the state ol Qiu and requested its help, lord Ai ol Qln did
notat lustagreeto send troops tohelp Chu Slum BuOXUwould
not giveup and stayed in frontofthe Oin palace to wail night
and day foi seven days on end. Moved by this persistence.
Lord Ai of Qin finally saldi "I'o he Sure the authorities of Chu
werea hunchofscoundrelshut they havestn h .Igroat minister
In Sheri Bauxu? I can't very wellsit on my hands us Chu teeters
on the brink of extinction.'

Lord Ai ol Qln sunt reinforcements to the rescue ol Chu
and defeated the Wuarmy, and King He lu ol Wu retreated
with his troops,

Oneubad in thecapital of Wu. King He lu gave the hulk
of the credit lor the victory ol the i.impuign to Sun Wu
Uninterested however in public office. Sun Wu retired to a
life of seclusion In his homo village. He bequeathed to
posterity Sun Zi's Art of War" which is China's earliest

masterpiece of military doctrine.
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10. The Peripatetic Travels

of Confucius

W ith the help of Wu Zixu and Sun Wu. King He Lu oi
Wu routed the state ol Chu. As his power grew, even some
major powers In the Central Plain began to feel menace, with
01 facing the most immediate threat. Since the death of
lord Humu of QI, the state of Oi had been marked hy
prolonged Instability until Lord ling of Oi took over the
reins of state and nominated the able Van Ying as his prime
minister, who set0l a the path to political renaissance and
economic prosperity.

In 500 UC LordJing ol Oiand Yon Yingsought to rally the
support ol the neighboring Lu and dukes ol the Central Plain
foru renewed elfort to achieve the gi'aitd vision o f the late Lord
Huan of Qi. To this end u letter wentout to lord Ding of Lu.
inviting him toa meeting at Jiagu tin the borderof Oiand lu.

At that time it was common practice lor leaders of ducal
states to bring along a minister called xiang \ito a meeting ol
dukes as personal adviser. Lord Ding ul Lu decided to bring
hissi kou Isecretary ofjustice! Kong 2l or Confucius with him
as his xiang li.

The actual name of Kong Zi (Master Kong! was Kong Qiu.
His place ol origin was Zouyi (southeast of today's Qafu in
Shandong Province!. His father was a low ranking military

officer, who died when Kong 71 was three years old. His

083



m m b w om m bv K K*, M o X.
m-II'D. Il x|
avamu ?.
nm-*mu. «1$®mr.
NeeNelll &. miWkix.mtfr*
e*, w ow » . fyf. «m. ms. m . ttn. w &
kem. Noy-su«. kumuymmmm '"#. ww
SM «" . J§S2AASHNKM $. b I K Ul M *.
&ma\-8. vexkkvakmw *.
ti*XEfiEF-totogW. 1|VE?
MitMXXa6il - (BWxi) t£ W . “»Hibi9by-t-
117265 A K Ne « IJIT-» M *2«... «A)T«IMNe
ff. I Kl
/1-f-E +iijKiTO S. E K * % e

$SR. «*R»ST. SSLW



mother took him to Oulu and i.tisvd him therv It is said tltnt
he hud since i child u thirst lorlearning about riles, ctiquette
aml convention». In his Im.-time he would often arrange plates
and dishes m Imitation of the adults performing rites ul
sacrifice to the guds or ancestral worship

TheyoungKoux»Zi was an assiduous student- He hod great
admiration for thv Duke of Zhou, who oversaw the creation
ol etiquette, conventions, ritesand musivnl accompaniments
in the early yearsof the Zhou dynasty. He developed a deep
knowledge oi ancient etiquette und tiles and was piuficlf.nt
in all the six classical arts a man of learning was expected to
master. i.e.rites, music, archery, riding, writing and arithm etic.
He was meticulous and conscientious In performing his
duties. In his truuie enrly in his career as a petty official in
charge nf a storehouse, there was never any stored Item
missing on hiswatch, when he later became a lowiunkmg
official in charge ol animal husbandry, his flocks ofcattle
and sheep proliferated. His reputation had spread lar and
wide when he wa<bnrely 30.

As some people expressed thv wish to study under him.
he decided to found a <"s/m Ipnvatc classroom Iand started
accepting students. On his deathbed, Meng Xlz.i. a high
official oF Lu,directed Ins two sons Mem; Yizl and Nan Gong
Jling Shu to study rites and rtiqttelte with Kong ZU Upon Nan
Gongling Shu's recommendation. Lord Zhao ul llisent Kung
Zito Luoyi, thi- capital uf the Zhou, to study the rites and
ritual music ol the Zhou.

As Kong Zi turned 35. Lord Zhao nf lu was driven from his

throne by three of his top aides. I.e. ]Ji Su Shi, MengSu Shi and
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Shu Sun Shi. Kong Zi wem to the stale of Qi.asking fui an
Juiileiicv with loiri JIngof QIto expound on his political ideas.
LordJing ol QI wasw ry courteous to him and even hud nmind
to enlist him in his service- Dut when his prime minister
commented that Kung Zi’s Ideas were impractical Lord Jing
of QI did not insist. Kong Zi returned to tern hing hack in Lu
and saw a steady increase in the number uf his followciN.

In 501 B.C. Lord Ding of Lu named Kong Zi governor nf
Zhongdu Itndiiy's Wenshiing County In Shandong Province);
IIn- next yeni he was designated si karig (official In charge of
public works! and from that position he wenton tobeam » si
kou iserm ary o flJustice!,

When Lord Ding ol lu told Kong ZI about the proposed
meeting with Qiat Jiagu. Kong ZIsaid: "Given QI’s truck record
of Incursions Into Our territory, II I< prudent to go to the
meeting with armed protection. Please consider taking tuith
the right and the left ministers of war with you!"

Lord Dingof Luagreed with Kong ZIand brought the two
top general* mid u military contingent wtth him to Jiagu.

At thv Jiugu meeting. Kong Zi acquitted himself well as
xiung li. helping to notch up a diplom atic success for lu. Aftui
the meeting, lord |ing ol Qi decided to restitute territory
previously taken from Lu in three amis in Weny.mg (southwest
ofpresent day Tui'an In Shandong Provincel.

U Chu. .llop official o f Oi. considered Kong Zi’s continued
piesence in the government of Lu .1 liability' to Qi. He su”ested
that Lord Jing ol Olsend a group of female musicians to Loid
Ding of Lu. Loid Jing of Ql was persuaded and sent eighty

female singers In Lu.
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A ftrireceiving this «ill of singers, lord Ding of Lu started
Indulging hirtiw U in drinking, gluttony and merry ni.ikmg mid
neglerted thv affairs of state. Although Kong ZI wanted to
persuade him to change his ways hut he kept dodging Kong
Zi. Deeply disappointed KOIlig ZI told Ills students: "The
monarch of Luis uninterested Inserious business, let's leaver

From then on Kong Zi left thv state ol Luand embarked on
his peregrinations through the various states accompanied hy
a group of his students in search of an opportunity to realize
his political visions. But in that period the larger states were
busy with theh wars lur hegemonyand die smallersuites faced
the ever present threat nf being gobbled up:society was in
flux and in ferment There clearly was no market for Kong
Zi's proposition ol restoring thv system of rites and ritual
music prevalent In the early years ul the Zhou dynasty.

His travels took him to The «tidesof Wvl. Cau. Song. Zheng.
Chen. Cai und Chu but num.-ofthe mmi.irchs in those states
offered hintpublic office.

Once when Kong Zi was in the vicinity of the states of
Chen and Cii. King Zhaoof Chu sent for him. Believing that it
would nut bl- in their Interest lor Kong ZI to serve Chu. the
ministers ol Chen and O i svitt soldiers to intercept Kong ZI
who wu4 marooned loi days without load. Hr was rescued
only .liter Chu sent troops hirescue him.

After seven or eight years ofconstant traveling through
the statesand beingrepeatedly snubbed, Kong Zl was getting
on in age. Hr finally returned to Lu imd devoted tin.- rest, of
his life to sorting through and editing ancient literature and

culturalrelics olid to education.
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Tii his old aye Kong Zi sorted out Important-uu ivm classics
sui Itas 'shi (ing' itlie Uook of SongSh slung fihu’iCollcctlon
uf Am lent Texisi and Thun qiu (The Sprinij uiltl Autumn
Alinalsl ShilJing’is China’s earliest collection of songs and
wise, containing 305songs and poems from the Western Zhou
and the Spring and Autumn Period. Many ol them are folk
songs describing the daily life ol ancient times and form a
vital partol the histuty of Chinese literature.'Slung Shu’isa
compilation ol China's historical texts dating to antiquity
Thun Qiu’is .lbook ol history based on the historical records
of the state of IU.covering majorevents from 733 to 481 B.I'

Kong Zi died in 479 B-C His theories and ideas, passed
down hy his disciples after his death, eventually formed the
basis of the Crmluriim school of thought, with Kong Zi as its
founder Thelegacyul Kong Zi's thoughts and stltulnfsM p has
greatly influenced succeeding generationsand has earned him
the welledeserved title of the prrmiei thinker and educatorin

China's history.
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11. Gou Jian Slept on Sticks

and Tasted Gall

King He Luof Wu became hegemon in the south alter
di'leating the state of Chu. Wu had long been at loggerheads
with the neighboring state ol Yue twith its capital at today’s
Shaoxing in Zhejiang Province). Gou Jian tiecedrd to the throne
of Yue in 496 ILC The kingof Wu took advantage ol the rem it
death in the house of Yue to attack it A mojoi battle was
fought between them at Zuill (southwest of tinday4 JiaxIng 111
Zlivjlimg Province)

Fully anticipating »n victoiy, King He Lu of Wu instead
found himselfdefeated in the bottle Gravely wounded by an
arrow the aging niomire h died soon alter his rerurn to Wu.

W ith the death of King Hr Lu of Wu his sun In Chat
succeeded to the throne, on his deathbed, He lu snul to Fu
Chair 'Don't forget to avenge our humiliation by the state
of Yuel"

Fu Chni remembered these last words and asked to be
«OtiStHtilly reminded of them. At the entrance of his palace,
his subordltuitos would cry at the top of their lung: *Fu Chntl
Have you forgotten that the king of Yue killed yout lather”

And Iu Choi would reply in tears: “No. never!*

He ordered Wu Zixu and another minister Bo Pi to
intensify the practicing of military xkillv in preparation lor

an attack an Yue
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Two years later. King FuChaiofWu personally commanded
a largearmy In u military operation against Yue- Jlucre wen-
two ver)'Bble ministers it the Yue courttailed Wen Z1iOng
and Fan Li Fan It said to (ionJinn: The Wuarmy hasbeen in
intensive training lui ilune years They arc now bent on
revenge and exhibit unusual ferocity. We'd better defend the
city without engaging them in a frontal fight "

dismissing the suggestion Gou Jian pitted his army
against the Wu attackers in # fight to thv death battle the
two armies joined battle near Tai Like and not surpusingly
the Yue army was routed

King Gou Jian of Yue retreated with the five thousand
remaining troops tn Kuaiji. where they were encircled by
the Wu troops.

At the end ol his tether, GoulJian said to Ian U: *I regret
not having heeded youradvice and having gotten us into tills
mess. Now what can Idor

Fun Li replied: "let's sue for peace now!"

GOUJian sent Wen Zhongto the Wucamp to initiate peace
talks Wvu Zliong explained in lu Chefs presence that Gou
Jian was ready to surrender, King FuChni uf Wu was on the
pointol agreeing when Wu Zixu voiced his opposition.

Welt Zhou went away empty-handed Alter learning later
that Bo Piol the state ol Wu was n venal and lecherous man..
he privately ottered beautiful women und jewelry to Bo Pi In
return lur putting in a good word In front ol Fu Chai.

W ith the lobbying of Bo . King Fu t'hui decided to accept
the pence oiler of Yuv ovet Wu Zixu’s objections. But Gou

Jinn was to he transported to Wu.
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Mowu li.m Sli*(»! o« Stil'ks .Hil In-itvd Gull

Wen Zhou reported the results ul the i.ilks to Gou Jian.
who entrusted the govvnuinre of Yueto Wen Zhong and went
to Wu accompanied by his wife and Fan LL

When Gou Jian arrived In Wu. tu Chai assigned him and
his wile to live m a Stone hut by the tomb ol King He Luand
gave GoulJian the chorenffeedingthe horses. Fanlisctved as
valet und Servant. Every tilde Fu Chai took his carriage cm a
trip. GovJian would be the groom that held the hit Two years
later, believing that Gou linn hud finally been brought in line.
Fu Chaisent him back to Yue.

Once back in his hind. Gou Jian vowed revenge to wipe
away the disgrace. Worried thut the good life might sap his
determination, he hung a gallbladder by his dining table At
every meal he would fiist taste the hitler gall and ask himself:
'Have you forgotten the humiliation at KuaijiC He also had
his sleeping mat removed and replaced with bedding
consisting of sticks. This is the origin of the much quoted
Chinese idiom 'sleeping on sticks and tasting gall*.

Determined to achieve prosperity and greatness for Yuv.
GoulJian went into the fields to work the land himself and
asked his will* to spin cloth in an effort tu ruisv productivity
by their example. To counter a sharp decline in population
brought about hy war. he instituted a system ofIncentives for
greater fertility. He delegated the authority Ofgovernance to
Wen Zhong and military training to Fan U while devoting
himselfto the task of gleaning wisdom from othersand lifting
his peopl» out ol poverty. The people ol thv slate of Yue were
thus greatly motivated lu do tin utmost to transform their

downtrodden country tnto a strong power.
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12. Fan i and Wen Zhong

As King Gou Jian’s efforts at good government and
Increased productivity paid oil in ever growing national
strength, In* began to discuss more often with Fan Li and
Wen Zhong tin- matter of hunching a military campaign
against Wu.

Having attained the position ol hegemon, Wu Wang Fu
Chai became arrogant and started to Indulge In carnal
pleasures and mciry making. Al Wen Zhong's suggestion
that Gou Jian present a beautiful woman tu the king of Wu
as tribute, King GoulJian of Yue sent out scouts to find the
most beautiful woman, which they found in the person uf
Xi Shi in Zhuluoshoii 80Uth of today's Zhuji in Zhejiang
Province». Gou Jhiu sent Fan Li as envoy to present Xi Shi
to King Fuchai.

Fu Chniwas stnn k by Xi Shi's beauty and showered favors
on her.Imagining her to be an angel sent from heaven.

In abad year Yuesent Wen Zhou to plead before the king
of Wu. p«lying: “Yue had a terrible crop yearand widespread
famine and would lik.- to borrow ten thousand dun ot grain
from Wu. It would hi* returned idler the spring." io please Xi
Shi. FuChai immediately agreed to the loan.

Alter the spring Yue harvested a record CTpp and Wen
Zhdtlg personally returned ten thousand dan of grain to Wu.

Fu Chni was pleased that Yue made good onits promise of

repayment. When he scooped up n handful of the Yue grain.
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l.ui Uand Won

he found the kernelsto be bigand fat He told ITo Pi-“The Vue
grain has bigger kernels than ours. Give the ten thousand dan
of grain to the farmersas seeds!"

Bn Pi distributed the grain to the farmers,ordering them
to plant the seeds in their lickK W hen springcame, the seeds
were planted. A fortnight later none of the seeds had
germinated. Thinking maybe good Seedstook a longer time to
germinate, the farmers waited patiently, only to find a few
days Inter that the u-eds had all rotted When they decided to
replant the fields to their own seeds, they had missed the
planting time.

As a r«suit. Wu was devastated by u widespread famine
that yeai and the peopleof Wu turned their wrath on Fu Chni.
little knowing that they had fallen victim to a ploy of Wen
Zhong. The ten thousand dun of grain hud actually been
cooked and then redried before delivery to Wu and would
never have germinated.

Upon learning of the famine in Wu. Gou Jiun wanted tu
send his army into action.

But Won Zhong said: "It's not time yet. First of all the
famine hasjust started and Wu's coffers are not yet empty.
Moreover Wu Zixu Is still in office and will bu a tough
opponent '

Gou Jinn saw Wen Zhoug'S point and went back to
intensive military training and buildup

Whet! King FuCh.ilof Wu expressed the desire to attack
the state of Cli in B.C.. Wu Zixu immediately went to
see Fu Chat and said to him: Tvv heard that Gou Jiun is

steeling himself by sleeping on sticks and lusting gall and

Zhdng
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shares weal and woo with Ins people Hv appears to be bent
on revenge against Wu. If In-is not eliminated now. he will
become nbigliability in the luture. I hope you will Consider
eliminating Vue first.'

Ignoring Wu Zixu's advice. King FuChalwent ahead with
hts cnmpaign against Ql and won the buttle. When he
returned in triumph to universal praise and congratulations
from all the government oflidals. civilian and military. Wu
Zixu rnlsed the lone voiceo f criticism 'l he defeat of Qi is a
minor gain. The grcatut peril lies In the potentialdestruction
oi Wu by Yue."

rhK only further increased Fu Choi's resentment of Wu ZI1
Xu with Bo Pi'sconstant backbiting of Wu Zi Xt. it was not
long before FuChai gave Wu Zixu a sword to kill himself.

Before his death Wu Zixuangrily told the messenger: "Don't
forgetto gouge out my eyes and place them at the vast gatc-ol
the Wu capital so that ITcould see how Gou Jiatt enters the
city nt the head of his troops."

Fu Chai named Bo Pi his chief minister after the death of
Wu Zixu.

In 4H? B.C. King Fu Chai of Wu invited Duke JT1lof Utand
Duke Dingof .[in to meet with him at Huatigchi (southwest
of today s Fvngqlii County in Henan Provincel to sign a patt
ol alliance. He took all his elite troops to the conference,
leaving only old ami weak soldiers behind to man the
defenses ofthe capital.

Bythe timeHuChaireturned In high spirits from Huangchi.
Ttnnps commanded by King Gnu Jinn ol Yue had alteady

Ipught theirway Into the Wu capital of Gusu. Tired Irom the
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bnog march home from Hmingchi. the Wu troops proved no
mutch for the well-trained and highly motivated Yue army
and were routed in the battle.

Fu Chal had no choicehutto send Bo Pito GoulJiun to sue
lot pence After consulting Fun Li, Gou Jiun agreed to u
temporary tiure ami withdrew his troops.

In 475 Ut having completed all the preparations. King Gou
Jian ol Yue launched a large-scale campaign against Wu. in
which Wu suffered one setback after another. The Yue troops
laid siege to the Wu capital for two years until Fu ChiU at the
end ofhis tether, declared: " am ashamed toshow my face In
front Of Wu ZIx1l in the netherworld’, covered his face with
clothing and committed suicide.

Alter destroying Wu. Gou Jiun led his atmy across the
Huai River wild invited the leaders ol the ducal states in the
Central Plain to a meetingnt Xuzhou. The Son of Heaven of
ihv Zhou dynasty also sent un envoy bearing a gift of
sacrificial meats lor Gou Jian. Since then the Yue troops
enjoyed a free hand in the southeast and nil the states
recognized GoulJian its hegemon.

On his triumphant return to Yue. Gou Jian hosted u grand
celebration to reward all those who had contributed to the
successful campaign but Fan li was conspicuously absent,
legend has it that he had taken Xi Shi with him to another
state to live in seclusion under an assumed name.

Before his departure Fan Li left a letter addressed to Wen
Zhong. in which he warned; "W hen all the birds have been
hunted out of the sky. the good bows and arrows will be

shelved, and when all the rabbits have been hunted down,

»05
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till- bunting dogs will roasted loi food. The king of Yuo is
someone with whom you con shore hard times but not good
times. You'd be wise to leave as soon as possible."

Wen Zhong did not believe these words When Gou Jian
sentsomeoneone day to presvn thlm withasword. Weft Zhong
Immediately recognized It as the one given by Fu Chni tu Wu
Zixu to lomm 1l suicide Regretting not having heeded Fan U s
advice he ended Ids life with the sword.

The struggle for hegemony between Wu and Yuelook place
toward till- end of the Spring and Autumn period. With
Increased productivity and u succession of slave rebellions,
the slave society began to burst at it' seams. In 42S B.C. the
W aning States period began, marking Chinn's transition to tin-

feudal SOCiety
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13- Mo Zi Took the Scaling

Ladder in Stride

In die nnrly years ol the Warring Stulls period. King Hul
ol Chu. the monarch ol the state ol Clin, was planning to
restore the hegemony of Chu. I'o this end he Started U
military buildup In preparotion lor oo attack on the state
ol Song.

King Hul ol Chu had in his service one of the ablest
craftsmen of the time. He was Congsha Bun from the state of
Lu. known more popularly hy posterity as Lu Ban IBan of Lu).
Needless to say Gongshu Ran wasunequalled at theuse of the
axe in his craft. It would lie the highest hubris for anyone to
compare himselfto LuBan in worksnmnshlp. This Isthe origin
of the popularChinese admonition against "showingoil one's
skill with an axe in front of Lu Ban."

Gungshu Ban was invited by King Hui of.Chu into his
government as a minister. He designed a device, whose
height exceeded that of ¢ 'bird nest" surveillance chariot.
Ihi storming a walled city. It acquired the name of ytin ¢
Icloud ladder) because It gave the Impression of reaching
the clouds*.

King Hul of Chu ordered Gongshu Ban to speed up the
<(instruction of the scaling ladders as preparations were made
for an attack on Sung. When word about the scaling ladder

spread abroad,till the leadersofthe ducalstates were worried.
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Thu stntv ol Song In particular was permeated by 1 sense of
doom in anticipation ol an attack by Chu.

Tlit planned attack on Songwas not without Its citiles.
The man who was most vehemently against the Invasion was
Mo Zi IMaster Mol.

Mo Zi. whose name was Di. was the founder ol the Mo
schoolo fthought He opposed waste and extravagance and
advocated frugality He instructed his disciples to wear
shorter tunics and straw shoes and encouraged them to
engage In physical labor, lor him hard work was on.-ol the
noblest, virtues ol num. Shirkers were considered In violation
of hU principlev

Mo Zi also opposed the perennial wars of territorial
expansion, which only brought misery on the common people.
When he heardaboutChu’s plan to invade Song with the aid
ofscaling ladders, he immediately svt off for Chu. When his
feel got blistered and bloody he would rip off a piece of
clothing to bandage them and march on.

When he finally arrived in The Chu capital ol Yuigdu alter
an uninterrupted IHI[LI[for ton days and nights, llt went
directly tu Gongshu Ban In order tu dissuade him from helping
the king of Chu to attack Song.

Bui Gongshu Bansaid: There’s nothing Ican do now I've
already promised King Hui o fChu."

JII the Ii'ijjuest nl Mo Zi. Gongshu Ban took him to see King
Hui of CItU. In a passionalr plea. Mo Zi said to the king of
Chu: Thu possesses o vast territory spanning five thousand 1l
as well as rich resources while Song's area is only one tenth

that of Chu comprising mostly pooi land yielding scout

11
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resources, why doesa monarch possessing elegant carriages
wantto graba poornum's rickeiy cart? why nre you throwing
out youi wardrobe ol umbroldoied brocade robes to steal .1
ragged pairof brecthesT

Althecmgh King Huiofchu saw Mu Zis point, he had no
Intention of shelving his plan to attack Song. Gongshu Ban
also had fullconfidence In the ability of his scaling ladders to
help break city walls.

Mo ZI put it bluntly: 'Y ou may attack .1city with the ladders
hutIcan parry the attack and you will not gainany advantage.*

He then unbuckled his belt .utd placed iton the ground
to simulate n Welled city He found a low pieces of wood
planks to serve .is implements to break down the city's
defenses He dared Gongshu Ban to match wits with him
in .1 war game.

Every offensive! operation launched by Gongshu Ban
triggered a defensive tactic deployed hy MoZI. When astaling
ladder w#S employed, it would be met with burning
projectiles. When .lbuttering ram was used to try to break
down .lgate, u would be ciushvd with dshower ofrocksand
heavy wooden rollers. When u tunnel was dug. it would be
filled with Smoke

As Gongshu ITan exhausted all nine tactics ofoffense. Mu
Ztstill hud many more tricks ol defense up his slrow.

Gongshu Ban was stymied but would not concede deloat
saying; Tve though of a way to deal with you but 1 will not
soy what it is."

Mo Zi riposted with a hunt smile Iknow how you intend

to deal with me but I will also notsay what it Is."
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BoffluU by the cryptic exchanges between the two. King
Hul of Chu .iskc-d MO Zi: "W liut on «Mirth are you two talking
ubout?*

Mo Zireplied: "Gongshu Ban's intention isnone other than
to kill me. thinking that If lam dead, no one could help the
Slute of Sung to defend its capital He miscalculated, for I had
already sent three hundred of my disciples. Including QIn
Htuxi. to help defend the capital of Sony Fvery one of them
has masteted my tacticsul city defenses. Chu would not derive
any ndvnnUige from my death "

After hearingtilts expose and witnessing the demonstration
ol Mo Zi'sdefensive tactics. King Hui ol Chu realized that he
had no hope ofdefeating Song- He said: 'You are right I've
decided to scuttle my plan to attack, Song.'

Thus a war was averted thanks to Mo Zi's Intervention.

« 15
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14. Shang Yang and his Pole

at South Gate

In the aftermath of tin* pvivnnial wars lor hegemony
thioughout the Springand Autumn Period, manysnuillerduc.il
states were gobbled up by larger powers

The states of Han (with Itscapitalat today's Yu County in
Henan province. Inter moved to today's Xfnzheng In Henan
Provincel. Zhao (capita! firsr situated southeast of today's
Taiyuan In Shanxi Province, lutvi moved to today's H.indim
In Hebei Province! and Wei Iwlth Its capital noithwest of
today's Xin County In Shunxl Province, later moved to today's
Kaifeng In Henan Provim el hecamv mtijot powvrs In the
Centrul Plain .is a result. They and the StttickK of Oln. Q1, Chu
and Van formed the so-i.illvd "Seven Giants ol the Warring
States Period" in China's history.

Among the Seven Giants. Qin was politically, ertiimmu ally
and culturally lossdeveloped than thedum states ofthrCeiittul
Ptoin. Its neighbor, the state of Wei. was Stronger than Qln and
and had taken large tracts ol its land west ol the Yellow river

In 361 ».( Duke Xiao ol Oin accidvd to the throne. In his
determination to Take Qin Stronger, he made the recruiting
nftalents In all fields his first order of business. He issued an
edict that declared: 'Any citizen ol Qin 01 foreign Visitor who
can devise .l way to make Oin stronger and mote prosperous

will be Invited Into my govemmvnl."

1
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Uukv Xi-iuof Qin's nillying call did «ttmct many talented
ptrople to hl$ realm. His talents unrecognized and untapped
in Wei. Gongsun Yang (laterknown as Shang Yungl,a member
ol the Wei nobility, decided to go to Oin and obtained un
audience with Duke Xiao of QIn through an intermediary.

Shang Yangsold to Duke Xiao ol QUti To make a country
stronger and more prosperous, attention must be paid to
developing agriculture and motivating the military. Good
govtin ment requires an effective system of incentives and
disincentives. When rewards and punishments are perceived
tobequick and Bureas wellas lust, the government’s authority
and credibility will bl-enham cd ami reforms will go through
more easily. "

Shang Yang's Ideashud the lull endorsement of Duke Xiao
of Qin butmet with stiff rcsistimcv from same members of
the nobility and high officialdom In the lace of -.o much
opposition. Duke Xiao of Qin.who had only recently ascedded
the rhrone and was wary about possible chaos that might
result Irom th. proposed reforms, decided to putthem on the
back burner.

Two years later, when Duke Xiao ol Qln feltmore secure
in his throne, he named Shang Yang his euo sliuzhangim
Grandee of the tenth Ordur. an official title in Qin’s
bureaucracyldeclaring; The xuo </»uztinng will 6om now on
be m full rhnigv ol reforms."

Shnng Yung drafted a reform luw butconcerned that the
people might not have enough trust in hint to abide by the
law.he first had .1 wooden pole ten meters tall erected at the

south gate ol the capital. He declared that anyone who would

I

1
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Mkc this pole to the north gate would receive u reward ol
ten lia/igafgold.

Very soon i throng of people gathered hi the south gate
and began to trade comments about the reward. Some
wondered: This pole is light enough loranybody to carry. Why
would they offer ten I1,ini’Ofgold for it?* Others concluded:
The zua shuzfuing must he pullingour legs!'

lhe |>eople at the scene looked at each other hut none had
the courage to take up the challenge.

Realizing that the public still did not believe Ins bulletin.
Sluing Yangraised the irward to ilfty /tangof gold. Hut the
higher tin- reward the more Incredulous the public became,
and .tillno one stepped up.

Amid the hubbub, someone came forward and offered to
take up die challenge. He pulled up the pole and carried It nil
the way to the notth gate.

Shang Yang immediately sentsomeone to deliver 50 //ang
ofglittering gold, not a penny less, to the man that had curried
the pole to the north gale.

rht- news spread quickly, creating n national sensation,
The public said: The zuo shuzh,ing keeps his piumiM .’

Knowing the experiment had Worked, Shang Yung
promulgated the new law drafted hy him. Hie new ordinance
set forth clear ruleson rewards and punishments It provided
that the hierarchical ranking of olficlul functions and titles
would be determined on the basis nl distinguished military
service. No honorific title or knighthood would he conferred
on members of the nubility who made no contributions to

IThe war effort. Compulsory community service would be

I2
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exempted for productive food growers and fabric makers
Anyonewho Fellinto poverty on account ol mismanaging his
business or because o flaziness would be. together with his
wile and children, pressed into service as servants In
residences of government officials.

As.lresultol the Implementationol Shang Yang’s reforms,
agricultural production and military strength grew In Qln
Soon Qln troops attacked the state ol Wei from the west and
srotted the river to take its capital Anyl.

In 350 B.C.. Shang Yang promulgated hissecond round ol
reforms, whose highlights were

I. Abolition ol Use "Nine Squares System" ol tillage Un Yin
and Zhou times, tracts ol hum land were divided into nine
squaresl and reclamation for farming purposes ol the access
roads that used to border the farm fields. Qin leveled these
roads and planted them to grain. Berms, wastelands, woods
and gullies that used to serve as boundaries were also
rectalmed fur farm use.Whoever reclaimed unused land would
get to own it and land became tradable.

r Creationofanew adm lInistuiive division nillfd die xiuit
(county), which Integrated cities, towns and villages and was
directly administered by a mandarin appointed by the State
The powers of the central authorities thus became more
concentrated.

3. The move of the capital to Xianyung. To facilitate an
eastward expansion. Qiu moved its capital from Yongchvng
Itoday's Iengxiang County m Shaanxi Province) to Xianyung
(northwestoftoday's XUnyang in Shaanxi Province), north of

the Wei River.
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anom Yiu>};or) ul

Such radlcul reforms understand,ihly triggered hitter
Infighting, with many members ul the nobility and many
high olBcl.ilsexprcsdng hostility to the changes. Once when
the crown prim e ol Qin got into trouble with ihv low, Shang
Yangsaid to Duke Xhio of Oin: "The law ol the land must he
obeyed hy all. high and low. II those in higher stature do not
obey the law. the royal government will lost public trust
When the crown ptiuci* violates the law. his mentors should
be punished."

lu the end Shang Yung meted out punishments to ihv
crown prince's two mentors Gongzl Qian and Gongsun Jin One
had hisnose Cutoffand the other had his face branded. This
hod a deterrent elloct on the nobility and high ollidaldom''s
challenge of the new law.

Ten years of reforms saw Urns power and prosperity
Steadily grow. Qin's new prominence prompted the SOn ol
Heavenol the Zhou dynasty to send an envoy with Sacrificial
meats to Duke Xiao of Qin and to confer on him the title ol
hug bo IRegional Eflfl. regional leader of ducal states). The
ducalslates of the (vntral Plain also sent congratuLitionR to
Oin lhe state of Weisaw uu alternative hut to cede to Oin its
territory west oi the river and moved Its capital to Daliaug

(today's Kaifeng in Henan Province).
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15. Sun Bin Matching Wits

with Pang Juan

King Hul ol Win.emulating Duke Xiao of QIn, was also
on a quest lor talents in the same league as Slinng Yang.
He spent huge sums on efforts to recruit talents from all
corners of the world. When Pang Juan, n citizen of Wei.
requested un audience with him and explained to him his
Ideas on creating national wealth and increasing Wei’s
military might. King Hul of Wvl was pleased and appointed
Piingjuan his top general.

PangJuan proved his worth. He put his troops through
rigorous daily training and carried out several successful
military campaigns against some small neighboring states.
After defeating the potverful state of Qi. he won increasing
trust front King Hul nl Wei

PangJuan had a very high opinion of himselfhul he knew
that Sun IIm, who went to school with him and who was a
citizen uf Or. was abler than lie. it Is said that Sun Bin was a
descendantol General Sun Wuofthe state ol Wu and therefore
the only person privy to the "Art of Wat of Sun ZI" passed
down from generation 1o generation in the Sun clan.

The repuUiflbn of Sun Bin also reached the earsof King
Hul ol Wei. who broughtup the subject with Pongjuan Pang
Juan sent for Sun Bln and Invited him into the Wvl

government. Bui Pang Juan had on ax to grind and. In front ul
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King Hul of Weiimd behind Sun's butk ofttm Inlsely accused
Sun Bin of secretly colluding with QI. In a rage King Hutof
Wet «.hipped criminal charges on Sun Bin .ind hud Ms face
branded and his kneecaps gauged out.

II so happened that an envoy from Qi was in Wvl at the
tim e he snuck Sun Bln out oljailand took him back to Qi.

Having heard about the military talents of Sun Bin.Tian
Jl.a top general ol Qi.recommended him to King Wei of QI
who was also comm itted to making his country strong and
prosperous through rvlurms. After discussing the art ol war
with Sun Bin the monarch was much impressed and regretted
not having mot him sooner.

In 354 B.C.. King Hui of Wei ordered Pang Juan tu loud
an atlurk against the state ol Zhao. The Weitroops laid siogv
to the Zhao cnpitul of Haitduil Isouthwest oftoday's Hnndan
in Hpbei Vruvinvel The following year Zhao sought help
from King Wei of Ql. who wanted Sun Bin to be the
Commanding general but Sun Bln declined, saying: 'l can't
accept It. T am physically disabled because of the
punishment 1 received If 1 wen named commanding
general, id be u laughing stock. Please give the honor to
M inister Tlenl"

King Wei <il QI therefore named ffan Jithe commanding
general and Sun Bln the chief strategist ol the troops that
would go tu Zhao’s rescue. From inside a covered wagon Sun
Bin dispensed advice to Tlun JI.

Sun Bln said to TianJi: "Wei has sent nil of Its elite troops
to Zhno. leaving only old and frail soldiers to defend the

country Why don't wo attui x Dnliang, the capital of Wei.
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which isnow thinly defended? When Pongjuan gets wind of
thv (ittack. he will surely giveup Himd.m and rush back. We
will then cut him oil midway,dealing him a heavy blow. We
will defeat him there. ”

TianJl carried outthis stratagem. When PangJuan, whose
troops had already taken Handan. was apprised of Qi's
unexpected assault on Uullong,he immediately ordered a
withdrawal of his troops. When his troops reached Gulling
«northwest of today's Ch.mgyuun in Honan Province), they
were engaged by the Ql army Pang Juan was roundly
defeated.

The Oi army returned triumphantly and the siege of
Handan was lifted,

In 341 B.C. the state of Wei launched m attack against
the state of Han. who also sought help from QIl. King Wet
ol Qi was dead at the time and his son King Xunn of Qi
sent Tlun Ji and Sun Bin to relieve Han. Again. Sim Bin used
his tested tactic of attacking Wei instead of rushing to
Hun's aid.

Receiving .lllurgent appeal lor help from Ms capital, Pang
Juan had to abort his military campaign and rush home. By
that time the Ql Hoops had marched Into Wei.

Wei'scrown prince Shen led a huge force in an attempt to
repel the Qi invasion After the retreat of the 01 troop» Pang
Juan inspected the grounds where the Qi troops had
bivouac ked. He found the Qiarmy had pitched tent in a vast
area and when the cooking pits were counted it was estimated
that they could servea hundred thousand soldiers PanglJuan

was rendered speechless.
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Sun Bln Matching W its with Pam; Juan

The nextd.iy when PangJuan came with his troops tu the
next bivouacofthe Qi troops in their retreat lie counted only
enough cooking pits to serve fifty thousand men.

On the third day of the pursuit when they came to the
third bivouacol the Qiarmy they found only enough iooking
pits to serve twenty thousand men. .I'nng Juim fish finally
rensstm-U, '-.lying w ith 1smile; 'T knew tile Ol .soldiers were
cowards, they wen .l hundred thousand Strong whurt they
Inine Into Wvl. In only three days more than hall ol them hud
deserted.* He ordered his troops to cominu* tin hot pursuit
by retracing the stepsofthe retreating Qi troops, not slopping
even for the night

Asthe pursuittook them all the way to MulingIsoutheast
oftoday’s naming County in Hebei Province), it was already
dusk. The muds in Mating were very,narrow and strewn with
obstacle*. Burning with z desire to catrh up with the Qitroops
in one hound. PangJuan ordered his troops to continue the
march despite the dnrknussofnight. Suddenly .1scout ol the
advance party ran back to report that their advance was
blocked by wooden objects.

When Pang Juan surveyed the scene, he found that the
trees on both sides ol the road had been cut down- with only
the largest tree left standing. Upon closer scrutiny one could
see that it had been partially debarked, leaving .l hate strip of
bole on which some characters could vaguely lie discerned.
But the surroundingdarkness prevented a clear reading

PangJuan ordered a torch to he broughtto him. By its light
tire characters on the tree trunk could now Ire clearly made

out: 'Pang Juan dies under this tree!-
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Shocked.Pongjuanordered an immvdi.itv evacuation from
thv site hut it was too late. Countless arrows llvw toward the
Weitroops like swarms of locusts, and battle cries erupted
from Qi troops that all ol a sudden wereall over the place.

KingJuan had fallen into a trap laid by Sun Bin. who bad
deliberately decreased the numberul cooking piis tuegg Pang
Juim on in Ills pursuit Calculating occunitvly thut the Wei
troops would reiu h this spot at this hum. hi* dvpluyvd an
ambush ol archer?;, ordering them to shoot thv moment they
saw torch light under the tree. Driven to a comer Pang Juan
drew bis sword and comm itted suicide.

Riding the crest ol victory, the Oitroops routed the Wei
army and captured Wei'scrown prince Shot

Since then Sun Bin's reputation spread to all the ducnl
states and his "Sun Bin's Art ol War' has been preserved to

this day
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16. Zhang Y1 Undid

the Alliance

With Sun Din'sroutingo ftheW e .umy, Wei's infltriK « waned
as Qiagrew mstrengtli. Afterthe deutliofDuke Xiao ol Qin. his son
King Huiwen of (Jin tookOverdiereinsand steadily expanded Qin's
(nITuencc.sowingpanic among the oilier sixstates How vwnild they
defend Uiemselves againsi theiitt.u kol Oin” Some political activists-
inuposeddieidftiofunitingdie six to resist QinInroads,Iliis strategy
was called /k-«-ongtvpitic.ilor north-south alliance!. O ther political
activistslobbied various rateson Qin's Ix‘hall urgingtliero to IIITK
undo- Qin’s protection and flll.ick other StiiUX This was <tilled /inn
/Wnglhabontalnreast m stallianiv).these politicaluctivbtsactually
had no dtvp political ConvkHansthey wm= harks that llvexl by their
glib tungih'- tliey luid no loyalty to any piutkuLir lender or ideology-,
whiM-vCTollcred them high nffur was thvii master.

The most Famousamong these activists had to be Zhang
Vi who was ncitizen ol Wei. To escape- poverty and misery
he left W d and wenttoChn to make Ills political fortune. Hi
Inlled to obtain an audience with the monarch o fCliubut WHS
taken in by Ling Yin a» n retainer. Once un expensive and rare
piece ul jade was found missing m ling Yin’s household and
sxtsph tons Immediately fell on Zhang YI heruuse he was
impecunious. Hewas given a thrashing thal nearly killed hint

Zhang Yirelumed home in dejection, lightly touching his

bruised body with her fingers, his wife said with distress: "If
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you had notstudied SO mucli forthe purpose-ol staking high
office, JTUI would not have suffered this Ignominy"

Zhang Yi opened Ills mouth and asked his wife. 'Is my
tongue still there?"

His wife replied: "Ofcourse it’s still there.l

Zhang Yiwas relieved: Aslungas Istill have my tongue. |
will go places."

Eventually Zhang YI went to Qin and by virtue o f his gift of
gab won tinltrust ol KingHulwtaiol Qln.whonamed him prime
minister At that time the six states were working toward an
alliance amongthemselves Ibe coagl/ In 318 B.C. the states ol
Cliu. Zhno. Wei. Han and Van organized nJoint force which
attacked Hangu Pass in Qin. frictionsamong the live prevented
JAtrue unity of purpose and the coalition forceufthe live States
dlsintegnited In the face ofthe countvratt.K kol the Qin troops.

O fthesix statis.Oiand Cliu weremaJorpuivers.Zlumg Yibdievetl
thut Inorrli rto ivali?.'his strategy ol hoimm tal nHiuncc Him bauy,
the alliance between those two states must be undone first. He
presented a plan to Khig Huiwen of Qinand was senttoChu.

Once InChu. Zhang Yi brought expensive presents to King
Huai of Chu’s favorite minister Jin Slung, asking him to
arrange an audience with the monarch.

Impressed by Zhung Vi's reputation. King Huai of Cliu
received him courteously and sought hisadviceon various issues.

Zhang Yisaid: The monarch ol Qin entrusted me with the
mission of improving relations between our two countries. If
you severrelations with Qi. my motion h will not only maintain
permanent peace with you but is willing to make a gift ofsi*

hundred //oflemtnry in thv Shangyu area (Southwestol today's
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XidiuanCounty In Hvnan Pmvincd toyour country. ByugiiHring
to this you will not only weaken QI's influence but also win
Qin's trust. This Is to our tnutunl advflntoge."

Evera mudcllelieadetl pefSOn. King Huuio fChu WHS swuyvtl
by Zltnng Yi's lobbyingand said In a buoyant mood: "If Qin
could do that forme, why would Icast my lot with 01T

When King Xtiiinol Oi heard IThat Chu hail severed relation-.
with Ql. he immediately sent an envoy to King Huiwen of QIn
to discussajoint attack against Chu.

When Chu’s envoy went to Xt.inyam; to take possession of
Shangyu. Zhang YI denied having made any commitment,
saying: "There’s no such thing! Your munarch must haw
misheard- How can Qin give nwuy Its territory like that? W ltat I
said was six /Inotsix bundled /iand I was talking about land
in my personal fiefand not Qln's land.'

Whenthe envoy reported back toKing Huaiol Chu,the latter
was furious and Incredulous. He decided to send one hundred
thousand troops to attack Qln. Klin; Huiwen of Qin met the
Invading force with hisown hundred thousand men.augmented
by reinfattentenIs from Qi. Chu was fouled In the kittle and saw
its hundred thousand men decimated to leave only thirty
thousand survivon. In addition to the failure to obtain the six
hundred //ofland In Shangyu, Chu lost six hundred //ol land in
Its Hauzhong area to QlIn. King Huaio fChu hud to eatcrow and
sue lorpeace.Cltu’s national strength was much sapped ,isa result.

zlinng Ylsubdued chu by dn eptive means. He latershuttled
between Oi. ZhnoamiVan to pproimlv them tujoin hisscheme
of ’horizontal alliance" tf/jm fanmg) with Qln and succeeded in

undoing the six state verticalalliance thelton”.
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17- King Wuling of Zhao
Adopted the Hu Dress and

Horseback Shooting

When Chu wns being bullied hy Oin. Zhno in the north
was on HH ambitious drlw to put tin* country mi u pnrh to
development, 11s monnuh King Willing WHS .1 vi>ioiiury and
buhl reformer.

King Wilting ol Zhno said to his minister Lou Himn one day
'We have the state of Qi and Zlumg Shim funcient slatel to our
east, the State of Yon and Dong Hu to out north and QIn. Han
and LOU Lan «ancienttnhcltoour west. Iwedonot yrmv stronger
wecan besuMugatodany moment. To hestrong wrneed radical
reforms. I find our national attirv. characterized hy loose-fitting
long robes, unsuitable fin work or battle. In sharp contrast to
the styleofthe Huminorities Urortliem trlbesl. who wear short
tunics with form littm g sleevesand leather boots. They move
about more agilely in thut kind ofdress, t Intend to adaptmu
costumes to the Hu custom How does the idea strike you?*®

loti Hu.ni was In agreement saying: "W hen we dress like
tin- Hu minority, wc will also be able to master their battle
skills. Don’t you think so?"

King Wuling o fZhao said: "You are right! We have a heavy
redunce on infantry nr horse drown carriages but are

unfamiliar with the skills involved in fighting on horseback.
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I tihixill

Iintend toadopt the Hu style of dressing piedsely because I
want tu learn how to shoot arrows while rldlnv» u horse, just
as thv Hu tribesmen do.-

When this idea was bruited through thy country, many a
high official voiced opposition King Wuling ol Zhao consulted
anothci minister Fel Yi ~/ wtmtrd to change acustom ul ours
by promoting dressing and shooting arrows on horseback like
the Hu tribesmen but there's widespread resistance to the idea.
Whatam I to do?"

Fei Yireplied: "Hesitution is the enemy o f great initiatives.
Ifyou hesitate, no initiative wHIsiurctHxl.no m atterhow noble
Since youronsidvi the idea Irencficiul to the country, there's
no need to be concerned about public derision."

King Wuling of Zhao was pleased with this line of
reasoning, and said; "In my view those who deride the idea
are fools. Any sensible person would agree with my idea."

the next day when King Willing of Zhao presided over
the daily assembly ol his ministers and top officials, he
donned s Hu dn?SS. The attendance was startled by his short
tunic and narrow sleeves. King Wuling nl Zhao presented
his idea of adapting the national dress rodi to the Hu
customs hul the ministers were reluctant to come on hoard,
fticling the changeover too humiliating. W hen Gongzi cluing,
an imek ofthe munarch and avenerated. Influential but pig
headed minister, heard about the monarch's Intention to
change tire national dress code, he simply erased to report
fot duty hy feigning illness.

Undeterred. King Wuling oi Zhao made up his mind to

implement Ins reforms. Realizing that to pavethe way lor the
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King Willing ol Zlin>Aijnptni Uiv lln Die><mifl Hirr<nhdik Sliootii

new measure hr must lirst ol allbring his old uncle around to
Ills wny o f thinking, he paid n personal visit to Gongzi Cheng,
with whom he went over the advantages ol the Hu style of
dressing and the benefits of learning to shoot arrows on
horseback, finally convincing him. King Wuling of Zh.io
immediately gave a Hu dress to Gongzi Cheng

When the other ministers saw Gongzi Cheng also In Hu
dress, their resistance melted and they too followed suit.

Seeing that the conditions were now ripe. King Wuling of
Zhao formally promulgated an edict on dress telomi. Soon
alter, the citizens of Zhao from all walks of life, rich nr poor,
regardlessof theirsocial standing, all adopted the Hu dress.
Some felt initial discom fort hut all eventually found the
Convenienceoftile Hu dress hard to argue with.

King Wulingo f Zhao followed with anotheredict, this time
calling on his people tu learnshooting arrows Irom horseback
In less than a year a powerful calvary was formed. In 305 B.C.
King Wulingof Zhao dvlvatvd the neighboring Zhong Shun at
the head of this cavalry and brought Dong Hu and several
nearby tubes into his fold. Seven years into the changeoverto
the Hu dress and the Hu style of shooting from horseback
Zhong Shau. Lin Hu and tnu Kanwere all brought under Zhno,
whose territory was significantly expanded. King Wuling of
Zhau was now eager fm a trial of strength with Qin.

King Wuling of Zhuo spent mostof his lime in military
conquests away from home and entrusted dom estic
governance to his sou In 299 B.C. he luimally abdicated in
favor ofIns son. who became King Huiwen ol Zhao, with King

W uling receiving the title uf Z/iu [l/fking father).
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Having made prurient arrangements Ior thv smuoth
running ol the country, ihi* King Tather ol Zhno. In Ins quest
todefeat Oin.decided to navel to Qin tu study Its terrain end
to observe the words mid deeds ol King Zhuoxi.mg of Oin
Disguising himself as an envoy from Zhuo.he tool a few men
with him to Oin.

Oncein Xianyung. the King Father of Zhuo called un King
Zhaoxiang ofQIn In the rapacityufa Zhuoenvoy and Informed
him dfthe abdication oi King Wuling of Zhno

In his reception of the “envoy". King Zhauxiung of Qin
found the putative envoy's deportment exuding unusual
giure and authority and started to have suspicionsabout him.
A few days later King Zhaoxlunguf Oin sent for him again
but the ‘unvoy" hod departed wflhout notice, leaving only
one man who had accompanied him to Qin When he was
brought before thv monarch. King Zhooxlong of Qln was
startled to leam that the 'envoy* had been nunv other than
thv famous King father of Zhno. He immediately ordered
his general fiai Oito rake his best men un ¢ manhunt without
Waiting for daybreak, tty the time the pursuing party reached
Hiuigu Puss, the King Father of Zhao hud exited the country

three days earlier.
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18. Meno Changjun's

Retainers

In order to drive 7 wedgo IxRween Oiand Chu, who were
allies with carh other. King Zhaoxinng nf Qlu employed two
tactics. He was tough toward Chu, often wielding o big stick;
with Oi he was gentler, dangling a carrot In front of It. Upon
learning that the most Influential minister in Ol was Meng
Chnngjun. he issued on invitation to Meng to come to
Xianyang. offering him the prime ministership.

McngChangjun.whose name was Tiauwen. was ¢ member
of the Qi nobility In oidcr to consolidate his position, he
surrounded himselfwith many talented people tliat he'd token
inasm AC(house guests) or s /i Acltable guestshthese were
retalm.TSgiven room and board by Meng. Itissaid that Meng
Changjun hud three thousand retOincrs, many ol whom wen?
freeloaders with no real talents or skills.

When MengChangjun departed for Xionynng. he brought
along a large retinue of his retainers He was personally
received by King Zhaoxinng of Qln. to whom Meng Changjun
presented a robe made of pure white fox hide on the occasion
ofthen first encounter. King zhaoxinng of Om was very
pleased because he knew that it was a prized silver fox fun he
had It storod In the royal vault.

King Zhaoxinng of Qln had Intended to aske Meng

Changjun to be his prime minister but some warned; Tlonwvn

15
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isu member ol the QI nobility and has .1large powei base. II
lie wore made prime minister, he would owe lust allegiance
to Qi. Wouldn’tthat put Qln's Interests at risk;”

King Zhnoxiang oi Qin said; Then maybe wc should just
send him buck *

They replied: "He’s been here for ulong time now and
knows Qin inside out How ran we simply let him go home?"

So King Zhaoxinng ol Qin put Meng Changjun under
house arrest

Meng Changjun was Very unxluusaml when he found oul
there was a way ol getting to a lavorlteconcubine o fthe Qin
monarch, he asked her for help through un mtermediury. The
concubine sent word that It was not hard for herto Intercede
lor him with the monarch 0ll condition that she lie given a
robemadeol sliver fox hide

Meng Chungjun consulted his retainers, saying: T he only
silver lux rube had been given to the QIn monarch There’s ho
way lcould ask him to give it back *

One retainer said: "I have an idea-”

That very night the retainer Insinuated himself into the
palace grounds undercovei of night louml the vault .uid stol-
the fox fur robe.

Meng Changjun sent tlir fur robe to the favorite concubine
ofKing Zhnoxiang of (tin. who in return went to the king and
interceded FOl Meng ChangjUn, urging his release. King
Zhaoxfang of Gin agreed and hud the requisite documents
Issued to expedite the return of Meng and his retinue.

W ith the documents in hand. Meng (Tuingjun hurried

toward HongU Puss, rearing That the Qin monarch might
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«lunge his mind, he assumed nnothei mime nnd altered the
identity in the visn documents. They arrived at the Pass about
midnight According to Qin regulations the gate would be
opened to let people through only when cocks started crowing,
when the group waited anxiously fordaybreak, one retainer
started to imitate a cock crowing hy pinching bis nose. As he
did so.one local cock .tftvr another joined In the chorus.

The gatekeepers duly opened the gate as the rocks crowed
and let Meng Chnngjun out alter checking his papers.

When Kingzhaoxtang of Qln changed his mind and sent
his men after Meng. the latter was already beyond Capture.

After returning to QI. Meng Changjun became its prime
minister and mote retainers sought his patronage. He
established a hierarchy among his retainers: the lirsi-cluss
retainers got to ride in a carriage when they went out: the
average retainers hud meat and fish for their meals but the
lower-rankingretafpets had to content themselves with crude
and simple fare.

A famished. Impuvrrishod old man called Beng Xuan was
driven by his indigence to seek help from Meng Changjun and
became a table guest Meng Chungjun asked one of the stalfi
‘W hat skill does,this man have?"

The .Haffmemberreplied Tieclaimed not to haw .my skill."

Amused. Meng Changjun said: "let him stay "

The staff member knew what Meng Chnngjun meant and
entered Fvng Xuan in the category of tow-nmking retainers.

A few days later Feng Xuan leaning againsta column and
tapping on his sword started to Sing; 'Sword, sword, let’s go

home! I'don't get any fish to eat here."



Sl K-mv&
m b - N |
AUTEA, ““m . "(m
rair. afiM -wr
umwmm* nto mv», ®¢

Wnv mm.m

2am g Bjffu fi-f.m w m m»w 1
y. kmmow ;o -ffexftwr, m w w w w 2
£E#siNr-T . m im vm rm . wad w

v ow e w om m . a * . kKw w kKm wy Ke.

w ow . MwjN wy
fiisw m . NN&HALItt«j6fli6t(>1u»B & *XK )
ATemINAB. *(THOK<HBKM|O«.

w Kit 6:<1#A1 N« < £ « : N . W

M: “MkpaMA*. «Aftff-Aam *? *

E£ARNe « -« MA -e.

mxmmmrvuiwy . RAIR
SYyUI*KR. £(MNe I KII *Ne I . wymm&

«(#x #8¥m i, av tfim . -n & r.



When staff reported this to Meng. he said: "Give him lislif
Feed him the tegular farvT

Five days later. Feng Xuan again started tapping on his
sword and singing: ‘Sword, sword, let's go home! Idon't gut
to ride in a carriage when Igo out.’

When Mengheard about this, he Instructed the staff: "Gel
him in a carriage! Give him the first class treatment!"

Another fivedays later. Meng asked stnfi whether Mr. Feng had
any more gripes. The staff replied: "lie’s singing again, this Hint*
complainingthatlie had notenough money to keep his lumily alive"

Upon inquiries, it was learned that Feng Xuan had an
elderly mother at home. Meng sent lood .uid ilollies to Feng's
mother. And Feng Xuan’s singing stopped

Mvng Changlun’s salary Was far From adequate lu cover
theroom and board for so many retainers. He had lu foot the
huge bill by charging interest on loans he made to people in
his lief Xucchcng (Southeast of today’s Teng County in
Shandong Province).

One day Meng Changjun sent Feng Xuan to Xuecheng to
collect interest due on the loans When Fengtook leaveut Meng
Changjun before setting off for Xuecheng. he asked: “Whnt do
you want me to buy for you on my way backf

Meng Changjun replied: "You be the judge- Gt-I whatever
you think I'don't have enough of!"

Once in Xuecheng. Feng Xuan called together all the
debtors and asked to check the IOUs. The debtors, unable to
repay the loans, got nervous and noxious but Feng Xuan
announced a decision falsely attributed to Meng Changjun:

'If you can’t repay youi debt. It will be forgiven."
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Me Ucttmivr

Seeing the (rnwd notquite i:onvLnced. Feng Xuan hm bed
.1l Tlie 10 Us.

Upon his return to Lmzi. Feng Xu.in faithfully reported the
whole affair to Meng Changjun. who was Incensed and said-

W ith the tOUs gone up in flame, how am lgoing to feed my
three thousand retainers?*

Unruffled. Feng Xuan replied; "Hefore my trip you luld me
to buy whatever I think you don't have enough of. In my
estimation, you have enough of everything except foi the
hearts and minds ol the people. That's why I boughtyou heart*-
and minds."

Unappeased.McngChangjun said with spite 'Enough of thisJ*

As Meng Changjun'*. good name spread far and wide. King
Zhaoxiang ol Oin started to worry about the trust enjoyed hy
Mvngat the Qicourt Itu*Qln monarch sentpeople to Oi u>spread
the rumor that Mvng Changjun hod been working to win the
hearts and minds ofthe peopleand would soon claim the throne.
King Min of Qi was |[K>isuaded enough by the rumot to believe
that Meng Chnngjun’s growing popularity was threatening his
position. He therefore decided to ask MengChangjun tosurrender
tin seal of tliv prime ministership. There was nothing for the
ousted M«lgto du hut to return to his fief Xuecheng

By that time most of the three thousand retainers had
dispersed, leaving only Feng Xuan. who drove him to
Xuecheng. When his carriage was within a hundred /i ol
Xuvchvng. Ire was greeted by the entire townspeople.

Deeply touched by what he was witnessing. MvngChmigjun
said to Feng Xuan: *lvan finally see lire hearts and minds you

"

bought for me way back then
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I[n. The Quest of King Zhao of

Y an for a Capable Man

Alter Meng‘Cliitng|uii*s ouster us prime minister, King Min
ol QI subjugated Song with the help ui Cliu and Wei. I his
success fed his arrognncc and he became all the more
obsessed witli the Idea of becoming the Son ol Heaven by
annexing other states. Thisalienated the leaders ofthe ducal
Stales, particularly Yan. to the north ofQi, who had been
waiting for on opportunity to avenge all the mistreatments
it had received from QI.

Yan had beenn major power until llie reign uf King Kuui
of Yan. who was persuaded by people will) ulterior motives
to abdicate the throne in favor of his Prime Minister Zi Zhi In
emulatmu of the legend ol Yin) passing his throne to Shun
As a result Yan was thrown into chaos as Yan generals and
the crown prince Ping moved against Zi Zhi. On the pretext of
putting down the internal strife in Yan. Qi sent troops Into
Yan. which nearly lust its sovereignty but foi lire robust
resistance led hy the crown prince Pingnow setup as monarch
with the backing ol the people and the military. They
succeeded In driving out tire Qi forces.

Ih<*crown prince Ping acceded to the throne assuliig the
title of King Zhao uf Yan. He was dedicated to making Yan a
strong vountty and was determined to bring in people of high

leadership qualities to help him govern but had had no luck

16
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y«'t hi finding suiliithle c.mdldtttM-Somereminded him dial
the elderly mlInlstei Guo Wei wns .1 seasoned nnd
knowledgeable statesmiin and he'd do well to seek His views

King Zhao ol Van paid .1 visit to Guu Wei nnd said to him:
"I will never forget tin hum iliation of Our country being
invaded by Ol In the turmoil ol uur civil unrest. But Yan Is
still too weak to avenge itself nt this Juncture. If llcapable
man comes along and helps me tu accomplish this revenge
nnd remove this stum on our honor Iam willing to he his
servant. Is there someone youran recommend? "

Guo Weistroked his heard and thought foi .l moment
before replying: " don’t have any ready nameshut allow me
to tell a story." The story went like this:

There was a king in ancient times who was enamored
of winged steeds. Hr sent people to look lot them
everywhere, hut three yearsol searching turned up nothing
JIcourt attendant heard about the existence ol a rare winged
steed in .l faraway place nnd said to the monarch that he
could surely bring back that steed for a thousand //any of
gold. When the court vitemluui gut there, however, hi
found thv steed already dead from illness. Loath to return
empty-handed, the attendant paid half of the gold foi thv
steed's bones

When the attendant presented the hones to the monarch,
the lottvr was furious: 'l sent you to get me .1 live horse: 1
neverauthorized you to spend money on these useless hones."
Unperturbed, tlicattendant said: "W hen word gets about that
you were willing tu pay good money forudead horse, people

will soon come to you witli live steeds.*
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fhe Questol KiiiL’Ztuum f Vtiil lor .1C.dabb

Although only half persuaded, the monarch let the
nttendant off tin* honk. W hen the .story was bruited about,
there developed n widespread perception that the monarch
really cared uhout winged steeds, before the year was out
several winged steedswere presented to the monarch by people
from all comers ol the xvorld.”

Guo Wei concluded the Story by saying: 'It you are
determined to find someoneol high caliberto help you govern,
why not try mv us the horse hones?"

Greatly Inspired by the story. KingZhao ol Yan upon his
return from the visit hud an elegant house built Forduo Wei
and invited Guo to be his mentor, learning of King Zhao ol
Van’s sincerity in icm iltingtalents, people with unusual skills
and capabilitiescame to Yan In droves asking foran Interview
Among the most famous of them was Yue Yi irom the state
ol Zhao, who wasnamed deputy prime minister by King Zhao
of Yan In charge of improving government and military
preparedness. On his watch Van's strength Mendily grew.

Atthat time King Min ol Oi was becoming increasingly
arrogant, nvgalurmmiaral and unpopular. King Zhao of Ymi
said to Yue YI: "The perversions ofthe monarch of Qi give us
a good opportunity to have our long aw aited revenge. I intend
to launch an all-out uttiuk against Qi. Whatdo you think?"

Yue Yi replied: "Qi has superiority in territorial add
population size We may not he able to do it on ourown. II
you want to attack Qt. you must bring In allies."

King Zhao ul Yan sent Yuc Yi to Zhao to secure King
Huiwen of Zhao's suppoit and otherenvoy* to Han and Wei

to rally their support. The state of Zhoo was asked to bring
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The Oin »lol Kin : IBao ol Van foi a Cx*f tMe Man

Qin into the alliance. All those stales were willing to join
forces with Van ug.iinsj; Qi.whose hegemonic behavior began
to get on thclr nerves.

In 2&1 B.C. King Zhno oi Yan made Yuc Yl the supreme
comimmder ul the allied armies of the five states, which he
led hi a majorattack against Qi.

King Min of Qi panicked at the news ol the -ittaik ol the
Hve-stnte allied lorres. He assembled all his troops to engage
the ITualition forces west uf the I River. As .«result of Yue YI's
excellent command and the high morale of the five-state
coalition forces, the Qlarmy was routed and King Min uf Qi
wasdriven back to Unrl.

In the wokeofthe victorious campaign, the troops ol Zhao,
Man, Oin and Wei occupied several Qi cities and had no
appetite lot mure battle. Only Yue YI pressed on at thv head
ofthe Yan troops In a straight drive toward Unzl and look the
capital of Qi King Min of QI was forced to deseit his capital
and was killed InJudteng

King Zhao of Yan credited Yuv Yi for bringing about the
glorious victories and personally congratulated the Iroups on
the bunks ol the |i River where he distributed rewards and

medals and dubbed Yue Yithv Prince of Chang Guo.
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20.Tian Dan's Fiery Bulls

Formation

In <Ix months ofcampaign, the troop*.conmmmM by Yuc
Y1 touk more th.m 70 cities in Oi. leaving Jnc hens; Itoday's In
CotihtV in SliiimJoni;Provimel and Juno Ismillii-ast o ftoday's
ttngdu County m Shandong Provincel ".till m Oi Ivmds.Oi4
minister fmm Juchengdccbred the monuich'sson as the new
king, with the title o f King Xiang ol Qi. When Yue Yi’s troops
attacked Jimo. the ministerdefending the city rode out to
battle the attackersand received wounds that later killed him.

Jimo was thus left iicadless and pundvmnnuim thrvatened.
there was at tin- time a relation of the royal family tseveial
timesn-movedIby thenameofTian Dan.who had commanded
Hoops before, By popular demand he was made the
commanding general lending the defending lur«

I'siu Dailshared weal and woe with the soldiers and
enlisted tin- members ofhis cInn and hK immediate family
Into the forces fighting the Yun troops, thus earning the
admiration of the townspeople and boosting the morale of
the defenders.

Yue Yi laid siege to Jucheng and Jimo for three years
without belgn able to take them People buck In Van who
were jeaslous of Yue Yl msinulated to King Zhao ol Yam
“Yue Yi was ahle to take more than seventy cities in six

months. Why was he unable to take these two cities after
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Ilure years of sn'gr? It is not that lie is Inrnpnble of doing it.
He.is trying to win the hearts and minds ol the people of Ut.
Once he succeeds in winning them over, he will set himself
up .is the monarch of Qi.'

King Zhuo of Van’s hilth in Yut Yiremnmvd unshaken
He said: "Yue Yi has made invaluable contributions to the
country. Evenifhe became the monarch ofQI, he would fully
deserve it. How can you malign him like this?"

King Zhao ol Yan suited action to word and sent n
messenger to Unzl to see Yue Yl and to proclaim him the
monarch of 01. Yuv Yi was deeply grateful to King Zhao of
Yon but adamantly declined the honor.

Asaresult the stature of Yue Yigrew considerably.

Two years later King Zhao ol Van died and his croWfl
princesucceeded him.assuming the title ol King Hui of Van
Hearing the news. ITan Dan considered this a break liv’d been
waiting for- He secretly sent people to Yan to spread the
rumor that Yue Yi would him- been the ruler ol Uta lung
time ago but refused the title lu order to keep himselfin the
good gnnvs nl the latv monarch of Yan. Now that unew
monarch has ascended the throne. Yue Y1 will stay lu QI to
be Its ruler. If Yun sends anothercommander to replace Yue
YIl.Juchengand Jimo will surely full.

King Huiof Yun had long harbored ill feelings about Yue
Viand was easily swayed by the minor into deciding to send
General QilJiv to replace Yue Yiascommander Yuv Yireturned
to his place oforigin in the state of Zhao.

QilJie was promoted and took overthe command of thv

expeditionary force. The officersand soldiersof the force were
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Thiirt Dun

dissutisficd with the change of Command hut had to keep their
linger to themselves.

OilJie soon ordered un attack against Jimo.surrounding it
with layers oftroops. But Inside the city Turn Dan had already
completed preparations lor a decisive battle.

A few days later Yun troops began hearing Concerns voiced
by the local residents Some observed: -General Yue who was
replaced was a wonderful man. He treated POWswell and the
city residents had nothing to fotirfrom M nU fthe Yan troops
start cutting the nosesofcaptured enemy soldiers, nobody in
Qi would have the heartto go on fighting."

Others said: My ancestral burial grounds me outside
the city walls. What il the Yan troops started to desecrate
the graves?"

These comments reached QilJie's ears and he went on to
cut off the nose of any Ui soldiei captured by his troops and
ordered all the tombs outside the city walk razed to the ground

The people inside Jimo were In nn uproar upon hearing
ul the treatmentuf POWs by the Yan troops. They gnashed
their teeth In indignation when they saw the Yan soldiers
turn up their ancestral tumhs. They immediately cnlishted
in the forces under Tian Dan's Command and vowvd to fight
to theirdeath.

Tian Dan sent several people disguised as wealthy gentry
from Jimo to see Qi J«c In secret and oflctcd him gold and
silvei They said to him: The city Isrunning out uffood The
residents will surrender in a couple of days at the outside.
When your troops enter the city, can you please protect our

families against any harm?"

irnennn
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Qi Jiv gludly -micptvd tin- gift ind gave them lii> wurd

Tin- Yan troops were thus lulled into thinking there would
be no more fighting and that they couldjust wait forthe people
olJim o to surrendei.

li.ui Dan picked a thousand hulls and draped them with
blankets painted in colorful, outlandish patterns. Sharp
knives were fixed on their horns and reeds soaked In oil wen*
tied to their tails.

Lite one night Tian Dan ordered dozensofbreaches made
in the city walls through which the bulls were herded out of
the city. When theirtails were lit. thv more than one thousand
bulls became so maddened by the burning oftiietf tails that
they stampeded toward the Yan encampment followed
immediately by five thousand death defying Qi soldiers
wielding spears and swords.

In the city the people climbed up tu the battlements;and
started to make a deafening rocket with their copper pots
and pans.

Tin Yan troops werv all of .1 sudden roused from their
slumber by the cacophony of battle cries mixed with
drumbeats and tin* clanging of copper utensils. Before thelr
sleepy eyes had llchance to fully adjust, the fiery, strange
beasts with daggers growing on their heads were already
inches from the Yan troops Many soldiers wore so seated
their legs gave under them and they offered no real
resistance.

Many were killed by the daggers fixed on thv horns ol
the one thousnns hulls. Large numbers of Yan troops were

hacked to death by the live thousand death defying QI
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Soldiers. Countless were Uic Yen soldiers crushed u>death
by their own comrades In the human stampede following
the rout

General Qi |li tried to flee on his chariot hut was
surrounded and killed by Oitroops

The Qi army countvruttiickvd on the strength of their
victory, sending a ripple through the entire country. Troops
and civilians in cities still under Van occupation were
inspired to rise up and slay the occupiers to cleat the way
for Tlan Dan As Tian Don's troops advanced, tin- people in
city after city rose up m revolt In u few months Qi took
back the seventy cities previously occupied by Van. Qln.
Zhnu, Hun nnd Wei.

AsTian Don escorted King Xiang of Qi buck to tihtl, Qi at

long last narrowly averted the late of losing Its sovereignty.
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21. Qu Yuan’s River Sacrifice

Since Chu's defeatat the hands ol Qin, 1l had endured
constant humiliation and bullying by Om Thisprompted King
Huaiol Chu to revisit the idea of entering Into alliance with
Qi. Upon accession to the throne King Zhaoxiang of Qin wrote
a courteous letter to King Huai of Chu Inviting him to a
meeting at VVuguan i,southeast ol D.infeng County in Shaanxi
Province! for Uic purpose of concluding a pact.

This letter ftom King Zhaoxiang of QIn put King Huaiof
Chu in a quandary Ifhe refused he'd probably ofiend Qln.
But going to the meeting would be associated with
unacceptable nsks So he sought the views of Ins ministers.

One of his minister* Qu Yuan said to King Huai of Chu:
"Qln is like a ferocious jackal and we've suffered atits hands
more than once. If the king goes to the meeting, you will be
walking Into a trap."

But King Huais son Gongzi Zilan was nil fm King Huai ol
Chu’s going to the meeting, saying: "Antagonizing Qin has
brought us nothing but high casualties and loss of territory
Now that Qin has shown a willingness for reconciliation with
us. how can wv justify not taking the offer?"

Egged on by Gongzf Zilan's urging». King Huai of Chu
traveled to Qin.

As feared by Qu Yuan, as soon as King Hum ol Chu set
fool in Qin territory at VVuguan. he immediately found any

possibility of retreat blocked by Qinamhushvrs. In the meeting
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KingZhiioktnng of Qln pressured King Hunlof Chu to cede
territory in tint (Senzhong area to Qin hut King Hunt of Chu
balked. King Zhaoxiang o f Qin hod King Huaiul Chu taken to
Xlanyang nnd putunder house arrest. Ilte ministers of Chu

were told to cede territory in ordct to ransom their mnnnrch

When they learned of the detention ol their monarch, the
ministers ol Chusetup the crown prince g4 the new monarch
and refused to cede any territory lhe new monarch assumed
the title ol King Oingxiang o fChu. Ccmgzi Zilan hvrame Chu's
new prime minister.

King Huai of Chu was detained for over a year in Qln and
suffered a lot. In nnesuspenseh.il attempt to regain freedom he
fled out of Xianyaug hut was recaptured by Qin troops sent after
him. Depressed and beset by illness, he died in Qin -.nun after

The people of Chu were deeply upset by the nullteatment
of King Hunt ol Chu by Qin and his death in an alien land
Minister Qu Yuan was patiimhirly Incensed by this event He
urged King Qingxi.my of Chu to Invite men of merit Into
governmentand insulate himselfuytintt menofdubiouscbaun ITu
He advodtted intensified military prepaiation and boosting troop
moralein order toavenge the country and King Huai.

But these words ofadvice fell on deafcum. they had the
opposite effect of antagonizing Prime Minister Zilan and Jin
Shung, who maligned Qu Yuan whenever they had a ihanrc
in frontof King Qiugxiang.

tliey said to King Qiugxiang of Chu "Don’t you know that
Ou Yuan is very critical of you? He likes to tell people that
you are not 2 dutiful son because you have forgotten our

grievance with Qin. Hi- questions the luyalty o fthe ministers
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simply because they do notadvocateresisting Qin. According
to him this lerefc o f fllhil piety on the part of the monarch and
of loyalty on the purl of the ministers is n recip. for the
country's downfall. What nonsense,don't you thtnfcr

In «huff King Qingxlang of Chu sacked Qu Yuan and sent
him into exile in southern Hunan.

Qu Yuanwasdeeply distraught that his enthusiasm for the
revitalization of the country and Improving the lot of the people
and liis vision fora stmngerand mon-prosperousChu had only
earned him the late of being edged out by ministtfs of dubious
Intent. When in exile in the south ol Hunnn he wnsoftm seen
to roam the hanksol the Mlhto River singing sud verses.

The local formers knew that he was a patriotic minister
and sympathized with his plight. One fisherman plying his
trade on the M1luo River had greatadmiration lor Qu Yuan's
integrity but disapproved of his melancholy.

One day when Qu Yuan ran into the fisherman on tin
liverbank, the latter said to him ‘WeroiVt you a ministi'i of
Clmi* How did you end up In tills plightT

Qu Yuan replied: "Many were the undean I alone am
spotless; many were the intoxicated. Talone am sober. That's
why I've been osti.icized to this part of the world."

The fisherman said disapprovingly: "Why set yourscl! apart
by emphasizingyourpurity when you see corruption allaround
you'il you find yourself surrounded hy drunkenness, why
insist on being rhe only oin* who remains nHoberl'

Ou Yuan riposted: ‘I've heard that someone who has just
washed his hair always take*, core to dust his hat before

ndonning itand he who hasjusttaken a bath shakes off the



<tmorex*, bvomoedm & Moo omom im v. w
w o - ow /

U3T« K MUK |K«l?2. n &AM 278% £ 11
m £»na. rTa« -« *E 3k, mntu"E X it "r.

We6<IEN X . fHSSAMfS IL.« S« #30 *it 1 ».ej
j6 ~ W # * *  SjLW fflecie»JL. ~w 160 w =+ "
rt~ . tfeW ttSSSFfIP "t

}BIX8«3B. NeXtwtEE.tow ? m m YTIli. »
MK EKOKH.

ArM-0 aam m-2. mmim&z& m ®
w  K¥w+. xuTftftttr « T e#*x*»
mi® . tttnx iesirw w itw *A A W .~ M/jx»
«FFEHR &a&k & wwwmNe M tom . xifi

amuw » *e% ««ttfta#

fflfisxevsT T Moo ¥ah ek Fax
Sy, (Wi l*«XK . Il T BX EM -6*
fir. xjvyNiKj -y ", «wtfir'megaEi*., ¢ » 1 1

A0 B AN I AL MU KRR X .



Qtl Vihlliu H

dirt on hisclothes bolure putting them butk on. Iwould ruther
throw mysvll m tin' river mid become fish Feed thro
compromising my purity byjumping Into » muddy mire."

Qu Yuan refused to swim with the tide and on The Fifth
day of the fifth month m 278 IkC. he threw himselfinto the
Mlluo Rivet lied to .1 huge rotk and drowned,

Tin* nearby peasantsrowed their boutstoward the seem* in
Jllattempt to rescue him but he had been swallowed by the
vastriver and was nowhere to be found. The folks spent long
hourstrawlingthe Miluo Rivet withoutever linding hisremains.

The fishing Folkssaddened hy thetragedy scattered rice from
bamboo containersonto the riversurface ;is sacrifice to Qu Yuan.

W hen the fifth day ofthe filth monthcamearound the next
year, lire local people still remembered it wojtthe anniversary
of Qu Yuun's death and once again rowed their boats tu the
middle of the river to scatter nee from bamboo cmitniiu-fsns
oficiing m Qu Yuan. Tin- bamboo conuilner holding riceevolved
in time into the zoiig ti (ooked glutinous rice enveloped In
large dried leaves) and the boat trips bet umi> dragon boat’ roves.
This, according to folklon ishow theivlcbratlon of Ou Yuan
has gradually developed into n national custom and May 5 ol
the lunar year fins been designated as Du.m Wu Day.

Ou Yuan leftsome mvimmiblc verses to posterity, the most
famous Of which was Li Suo. In his verses he lambasted those
unprincipledofficials whobetrayed tin* country's uucueus. and
described his deep concern for the well hiring ol his anintiy
and people. Hispoetry was permeated by aprofound attachment
tn everything growing In thu, Qu Yuan is considered hy

posterity an outstanding patriotic poet ofundent China.



22, m m 2w m

ar m ¢ 3 * .
ifi.*3E1HEifcm BEII 1 **X)e A «(*69~«"*19 Ml

* 9 M $68.

wxwocv&ms. % ww. &muw, »

\-mm 'M . 6 Tm e . Hanx», s-fse. xN «d3”"
1. Rier*X. 8XKI*8HKK"*

S*W X ## W (-ffiin) Nto.
A . $§ N XK ~E .

No4flNe: “#IIA. « S »,

« XK xXeng,, #uurTt9 . m
M. "

mM#,‘<<MAHI+6)KMA${—AK)KFI>'I/HFCB
m 2 . $x "wH /"8 E . muomam . Kxm m w s

ma. ®&wvmNe, m.®mm, ?vyui. ni

mxweFummovE m*-muv. umi-
aaxw ro. g ?"



22. Lin Xiangru Returned the

Jade Intact to Zhao

In 283 B.( flitenyoy dlspfltched hy King Zliuoxinng of Qin
presi-nted Illscrcdentiuls to King Hniwi'Tiof Zhao and i-mivvy«><l
the Qfn momirrli*. offer ul 15 cities to Zhoo In cxchunge Torx
pricdew» stone in Zhao's possession . ailed Hv </il tillthe Jade
Dim ol He, in lionot ol its discoverer Illau He).

King Huiwen ol Zliuo consulted his ministers abmn the
matiif. Ifhr were to agree to the exchange,he might be tricked
into losing He Shi Biand gettingno cities in return IfIn*refected
the offer,hewould antagonize Qbi. TIw discussions Ird nowhere.

Someone mentioned the name of Lin Xiungru. whom he
considered very knowledgeable mid experienced King Huiwen
of Zhao summoned tin Xiongm for consultutl0ll

Lin Xiangrusaid; 'Qln Ispowerfuland Zhlinis weak TheiuS
no clidIre but to agree."

King Huiwen ofZhaoasked: "Ifupon obtaining tllcjadc disi
Uin 1l fuses 10 give us the promised cities, wluitate we tu do?"

Lin Xiangrureplied: T he pricc-of rg Qin cities fora piece ol
Jude ts high vtiuuglL 11 Zhao refuses theoiler, the fnult lies with
ZluaIfQindocsIXR keep its ixrUol thebtugmn after your majesty
handsover thejade, tlieit the faulr lies with Qin. It vsuuld be in
Our interest to agree tu the offerand let Qin hear the fault.

King Huiweno fZhaosaid:II u T Iwill sendyou unthe mission

to QIn. Butwhulam Itodo Il Qidoesn't fulllll its promiser

87
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Un Xiangru replied: "IT Qin cedes the cities tu Zhao. I will
leave theJade disc in Oin But il Oin should renege on the offer.
Ipromisein bringii hack undamaged tuZhao *(Thisistheorigin
of the Chinese expression "returning the |nde intact to Zhao.")

So Lin Xiangru arrived In Xlanyang with tin- ineoinpimible
He Shi Bi An eluted King Zhaoxiang leieivvtl him in one ol
his vacation palaces, iin Xiangru presented the Jade disc to
IIn Qin monaith

King Zlmuxiangol Qin took IlieJade disc and examined it
Quite satisfied, he passed the piece to the beautiful ladies and
the attendants about him lor a closer look. All present
congratulated King Zhaoxiang of Qln.

Standing in the reception hull lor a long while. Un Xiaugm
saw no sign that the monarch of Qin was going to mention
the offer of the cities. He tame to the realization that King
Zhaoxiang of Qin hadn't really meant to give the cities In
exchange lor the jade disc. But the jndv was now already In
thu hands ol the other party, How was he going to retrieve IIf

An Ideaflashed through his mind. He took a few steps toward
King ZhaoxiangolQiii midsaid "Although this x a pricelesspiece,
it is not without minor imperfections which are notobvious to
the .71*4, Allow mi' to point them out to your Majesty."

Unsuspecting. King Zhaoxiang ol Qin told an attendant to
hand thejade disc to Lin Xiangru.

W ith thejade back in his hands. Lin Xiangru stepped bark
to lean on .1 massive pillar in the palace and said with eyes
glaring in anger: "Your Majesty sent .Illenvoy to Zhao with an
Offerof 15cities Inexchange lor this previous piece ol jade in

Zhao's possession. U ic king of Zhao sent me in good faith to
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deliver the jade hut the good faith has not been reciprocated
hy yourMajesty Thejade is now in my hands. If your Majesty
makes 1 move against me lam ready to dash my head and
tills piece ofJude on this plllai."

Suiting aiHon to word lie modi! .is Il to hurl theJade against
the pillar.

Afraid that Lin would destroy TheJude disc. King Zhuoxiiing
of Qin immediately offered his apologies, saying: "Them'sbeen
a misunderstanding. I will renegeon my promise *

He ordered his ministers to bting a map on which he
pointed out to Un Xiangru the 15cities earmarked for Zhao,

Cautioning himself against being tricked a second time.
Lin Xiangru said: “Before sending the jade disc on its way to
Qin. the king of Zhao fasted for five dnys and held a solemn
send-off ceremony in the royal audience hall. Since your
Majesty has affirmed good faith in the exchange. I will only
deliver the jade disc when you haw likewise fasted lor five
days ami held .lceremony tu formally receive it-"

thinking that he had Lin's movements under his power.
King Zhaoxiang ol Oin said: "All right, it's a deal then!" lie
hud Lin Xiangru escorted to the guesthouse for .l rest-

Back at the guesthouse. Lin Xiaugm gave theJude disc to
Jllaide disguised as a tradesman, who hid it next to his skin
and snutk back to Zhao by taking a back street.

Five days later King Zhaoxiang of Qln convoked his
ministers and the diplomatic corps In Xiunyung to attend a
ceremony to take delivery of He Shi Bi. When Lin Xiangru was
summoned to the hall, he walked with great composure toward

King Zhaoxiang ol Qin and saluted him.
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King Zhaoxiang ol Qin said: "Now that I'veCompleted five
days of fasting. It's time you produce the jade disc '

Un Xiangru replied: 'T rum Duke Muul Qin on down,none
ofthetwenty odd monarch*ofctinhad evershown good faith.
I was afraid ol being tricked Into losing tlw Jade disc and
abusing the trust ol the king ol ZhuO, so I've sent the piece
bark to Zhao. Irunready to acceptyour punishment."

King Zhaoxiang of Qin asked in fury: 'Did you trick me or
did Itrick ynul'

Un Xiangru replied with equanimity: “Please don't be angry
and let me finish what Thove tu say. Allthe ducalstates know
Qin is a majut power and Zhao is very weak. Only powerful
stales can bully weaker ones not the other way round 11 your
Majesty really wants thatjade disc, please cede the fifteen
cities to Zhao first before sending an envoy to come with me
tn Zhao furthe stone. When Zhao rir elves the fifteen cities, it
willnot have the audacity tu deny you thejade disc *

linding it hard to argue with convmi mg case liecing made by
tin Xiangru. and having nojustification to make a scene. King
Zh.tuxmm’ofQin wasreduced to saying:It's Just a piece ofjade
afterall. We shouldn't letit come between our two countries."

Un Xiangru was finally allowed to return to Zhao.

Uponhis returnto Zhao.King Huiwen ofZhao elevated him
tothe rank of fbnngtLi /utSvnlur Grand Master) lor successfully
accomplishing the mission. It turned out King Zhaoxiang of
Qin hadn't really intended to trade 15ci1ics for He Shi Bi but
had merely wanted tu test Zhao's attitude and strength. Alter
the salereturn ol theJedr disc to Zhao, the Qin monarch never

again expressed an Interest Illthe exchange

193
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23- Lian Po Presented a Stick

and Asked for a Flogging

Ik'nt on subjugating Zhao. King Zhaoxiang of Oin mounted
numerous croiS-bnrder attacks against Zhao and even
occupied pmcels of Zhao territory. In 279 B.C. in another of
his tritks he invited King Huiwen ol Zhao for a meeting at
Mitmtiihl Iw est o ftoday's Mianchl County in Hunan Province!
King Huiwen of Zhao's first reaction was to decline the
invitation for fear of being detained in Qin. Hisgenerals Linn
Fand lin Xiungru believed on the contrary that notaccepting
the Invitation would only lieseen by Oin as a sign of weakness.

King Huiwen of Zhao therefore decided to take the risk
despite his misgivings He asked Lin Xiangru to accompany
him to Qin. leaving Linn I'u In Zhao to help thu crown prince
run the country.

As,lprecaution. King Huiwen of Zhao ordered his general
Li Mu toescoft his party with five thousand men and his Prime
Minister Lord Plngyuan to ensure security with tens ol
thousandsoftroops stationed near the border crossing.

On the appointed day. tin mcinorchs UlQfh and Zhao met
in Mianchl and attended a banquetat which they drank and
chatted pleasantly enough.

Afters few rounds of wine. King Zhaoxiang of Oin said to
King Huiwen of Zhao In aslightly drunken voirti ‘Tunderstand

that the king of Zhfln is un excellent zither player, Can I ask
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U Pn htocntvil a Stick nnd Asked Foi « IT # " ur 11

thi- king to play .1tune for the vnjoymrnt of the compmiy?"
W ltliout furthei itdo hv hnd a zither brought In.

Considering It bad foim to refuseunderthe circumstances.
King Huiwen of Zhao ivlurtimtly played n tune.

The official historian of Qin Immediately recorded what
happened and read itntoudi "On Such and such u day in such
and SUch a month ofsuch and such ayearthe King of Qin
ordered the KingofZhao to play a time on the zither "

King Huiwvn of Zhao was livid with rage. At this moment
Un Xiangruproduced a fou(anearthen percussion Instrument!
and fell on his knees In front ol King Zhaoxiang of Qln, saying)
*lht King ol Zhao understands that the King ul Oin is an
expert player of Qin musical instruments. lhave an earthen
instrument with me amiappreciate It if your Majesty would
condescend tu play It Ibr the merriment of the company.'

King Zhaoxiang of Qin blanched witli linger and Ignored
him.

Hiseyesglaring with anger. Un Xiangru said. "Your Majesty
went too far this time. Qin may possess a powerfularmy hutt
am live steps from you and could easily spill my blood on
your Majesty.*

Startled by the violent reaction ul lin Xiungru. King
Zhaoxiang of Oin bent .l few desultory notes on the lou to
pluoite him.

tin Xiungru turned toward thu officinl historian ofZhau
and asked him to record It. dictating to him; 'On siuh and
such a day In such and such a month of such and such a year
the King ol Zhao and the Kingol Qln met at Mianchl and the
King of Qin played on the lou lor the KingofZhao/
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Tin- ministers of Qin found It hard to stomach Lin
Xiangru's audacity In embarrassing tfeelr monarch One of
them stood up and said; "I piuptise that the King of Zhao
make a gift of 15cities to Qin as a birthday picsent for the
King ol Qln.’

Un Xiangrum turn stood up and said: "I propose that the
King ol Qin cedi- Xlanyang to Zhao as ,lbirthday present For
the Kingol Zhao.'

King Zlmoxlmig of Qin saw tension mount dangerously
He hnd had priot intelligence that large numbers of Zhao
troops had been deployed near the location mid he knew if
push came to show Qin likely would nut gain any advantage.
He silenced his ministers,saylngi "Let'shave no more of thisy!
It's supposed to hv llconvivial meeting between the sovereigns
ol our two countries,"

Thus the meeting ol Miaurhi ended on .l reasonably
positive note.

Il two separate, brilliantly c.xcrutcd missions ouLslde his
country tin Xiangru spared Zhao from humillmlon. rondering
a great service to his countrv Placing total trust m lin Xiangru.
King Huiwen of Zhao elevated him to the rank of sluing ging
(Senior Minister), above that ul General Llan Po,

tian IN' found It hard to stomm h Lin's leapfrogging him
and said privately tu hisretainers't am lltop generalolZhao
and lhove so many victorious battles under my belt. W hat
has tin Xiungru done to deserve this promotion above mi-?
I'm going to chew him out next time I see him."

When tin Xiangru got wind of this, hestopped attending

the dully royal audience hy feigning sickness.
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One doy when Lin Xianv.ru left home in his carriage
aeromp-uiled by some retabicrs.he Saw at.«dbiiancv Uan Pu's
retinue coming Ills way lk'sper.iti-ly looking fora way to avoid
.Idreaded conlrdntation. he told the driver t«) hack tin- cuirtage
Into n narrow alley to allow Uan PUS party pass.

Lin Xiimgru's ivtainets were very upset by the incident
They criticized tin lor his fitilnthenrtedness-

Lin Xixmgru asked ihcm: m\Vhlrli do you think is more
powerful. General Lian or the King of QIn?"

"The Kingof Oiu of course.l- was the reply.

Lin Xlangru went on; "Right! All the sovereignsuf tlte states
fear the King of Qiti but 1dared to confront him In order to
protect the interests of Zhao. So why do lappear to be afraid
of General Uan? Because alter giving some thought to the
matter  hive come tu the conclusion thatthe reason Qin has
not dared to Invade Zhao k the presence o f General Uan and
me Inthe government If Qin senses a grudge between us. It
will be emboldened into Invading our country. This Is tin
reason for my deference to him."

This was brought to the knowledge of Uanto. who was so
ashamed of himselfthat he bored hisupper torso and carried
a stick to Li« Xinngru's residence to beg fur forgiveness. When
he Saw Un xiangni he said to him: "am a crude. Ignorantand
meanspirited person hut you have been so generous to me. I
am really ashamed in front ol you. Please punishmef

Un Xiungru hurried to help lian ft. up. saying. "Both ul us
are ministers of Zhao. I'm already very gratehil to the general
lor being situnderstanding. You have no need to apologize’

Both wen?moved totearsand Ureybecame the Ix-stof friends.
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24-  Fan Sui’s Strategy of
Allying with Distant Power

and Attacking Nearer Ones

The unity of Lin Xiungru and lian Po in defending Zhao
did act as lldeterrent against Invasion by Qin. But Qin
annexed large parcelsofland from Chu and Wei. Atthat time
teal power lit Qin was in the hands of the queen mother and
her brother Wei Ran. the Marquis of Kang. In 270 B.C. the
Marquisof Rangwas on the point of sending an expeditionary
lone against Qi.

When all this was happening King Zhaoxtang of QIn
received a letter signed by .Iman called Zhang Lu asking to
see him on an utgeni business.

Zhang Luwas originally front Weiand bom with the name
of Fan Sul He had been a retainer in the household ol a
minister ol Wei called Xn Gu, who once took Fan Sul with
him on a mission to Ol Having heard about the talents of Fan
Sui. King XiangofOisent someone to see him 1l private and
offer him a present ol great value hut Fun Sul resolutely
rebuffed the overture.

This Incident aroused Xu Gu s suspicion that Fan Sul was
In secret collaboration with Oi. Upon their return to Wei. Xu
Gu denounced Fan Sul to Wei's prime minister Wet Oi. who

subjected Fan to torture that fractured his ribs and knocked
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dut .1 lew teeth, neatly hilling him. Alter Wei Qi was through
With him. he hud him enveloped in an old 1lUtnboO mat and
thrown in a latrine

W hen dask fell. Fan Suigradually came toand saw a soldier
guarding him. He sought the help of the guard, who let him
go and reported to Wei Qi that Fan Sul hud died.

lor Icar of Wei Qi"s pursuit Fan Sui changed his identity
to Zhung tu.

An envoy Irom Qin happened to he in Weiat the time
and Fun Sul went tu see him in secret The envoy took
him to Qin

Alter arriving in Qin. Fan Sui presented a memorialto King
Zhnoxiftpg of Qin. who summoned him to o meeting on an
appointed date in an uuxilliaiy palace.

On his way to the palace on the appointed date. Fun Sul
came upon thecarriage of Kign Zhaoxiang. Tan pretended not
to know the occupantofthe carriage was the Kingof Qin and
did not move aside for the procession.

The imperial guards shouted: "The King is heref

Fan Sui said casually: “W hat? Docs Qin have a king?"

In the altercation King Zhaoxiang approached arid heard
Fan Sui still grumbling; “I've heard ufthe queen mother and
the Mtuquis ol Rang m Qin but never of .l king!"

That touched .1 tow nerve in the King of Qin. who
immediately took Fan Sui into Ills palace and ordered his
attendants to leave them alone..

King Zhaoxiang said: "I sincerely wish UiSeek,your advice.
Youcanspeak out without fearaboutanybody, from thequeen

mother to the olfinals of my court,"
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Fun SuiStarted his expos*. Hesaid: Xlin has ;evast territory
umivaliantsulrlierv It would have k*en easy foritto dominate
the other states but il has mode no headway in this revpird lu
the lust fifteen years. Il has to bosaid Umi the prime mimst.rr
Imeaning the Marqufcof Rang) has notdone his level best for
Qin and the King isnot without his fault,"

King Zhndxinsngasked: *V\ltntin you opinion is my taultT

Fun Sui replied: "Oi is far from Qin. with Hon and Wei
sandwiched between them If you send an expeditionary
force against Qi. you will never he able to effectively stitch
it to Qint wen Il you defeat Qi militarily I believe it i< m
your best interoM to implement a strategy of allying with
distant powers and attar king nearer ones. You should
maintain n stable relationship with QI which is fur from Qin
as vou defeat the states that are closer. This will steadily
expand Qin**, territory. When Han and Wei are annexed. Qi's
days will be numbered."

King Zhaoxiang nodded in approval,saying: “if Oln can
one dny defeat the six Mutes and unify the Central Plain, it
willbe thanks to your strategy of allying with the distant states
and attacking the closer onus."

King Zhaoxiang immediately invited Fan Sui into his
government and shifted the innln locus of his military
campaigns to Han and Wei. as suggested by Fan Sut.

Severalyears later King ZhaoxUmgofQlnsacked his prime
minister the Marquis of Rang end barred the queen mother
from interfering with the affairs of state. Fan Sul was made
chief minister.

The Kingof Wei was alarmed by the menacecoming from
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Qin When Prime M inister Wei Qi heard that tjin’s chief
minister was originally from Wei. he dispatched Xn Gu to Qin
la sue fur peace

W hen Fan Suilearned ol Xu Gu's arrival In Qin. he changed
into rags ami went to the guesthouse tu see Xu Gu

XuGuwasstartled to set- Fan Sui still allvis he asked: 'W hat
du you do now?"

Fan Sui replied: " um a valet,"

When he saw Fan Sul Shivering In Ins flimsy clothes, Xu
Gu gave him n silk robe and asked him to stay lor supper.

Xu Gu said: "l understand that the King ol Qln has
entrusted weighty responsibilities to his chief minister Zhang
Lu Iwould very much like to see him. Do you know ol anyone
who can introduce me to him?"

Fan Sui replied.-'My master knows the chlrl minister, Il
you want to see the chief minister, 1 cun takt you to him."

At the entrance tu the chief minister’s resideiu o. Foil Sul
said to Xu Gu: -please wait hvrp for O moment as I go in lu
announce your visit."

Soon after Fan Sui w entin, a voiceinsidecalled out the
chiefminister is presidcing and summons XuGu Xu Gu .isked
the m.m guarding the door: "Why lias Fan Sui who just went
in nut comeout yet?"

The doorkeeper said: "ldon’t know any Fan Sui. It was the
chief minister who just went in."

Xu Gu shook in his shoes us h«- realized that the chief
minister Zhang Luwas none other than Fan Sui Once in the
reception lu.ll he loll on his knees and crawled to where Fan

Sulsat. kowtowing all the while and said: 'I. Xu Gu. must be



Hl mrnvmit

m . m&unw & mmmm. w w v . «, -nWbBMM
o oM. mmeK.sa.2€¢% v».m

M*« TSI UH#AD*» T -«. «etft. mi JI1HT

« .eT & em -T. K

atTm M e/ ?2««. Ax»d« H « fe» ft£. en E ~

9.

T a

m w m m . E A IO "BTTH XK . «sfI BM X

m . *A< 6« », R tfs” .



3 rtiA ¢ Itfhli (I'ttiii N Mhf m!' £
lan Suis SIml ~ of alI>1nug with DMMtil IS*.-'K.ind Ati.urkim; Ni.iiyr f)n-

blliid noi to have reritgnlzed iln- chief minister. I'veaffended
the chief minister. Please punish mef

A fter sevvrely repnmiinding Xu Gu. Fan Sui went on to
say: "You g*vi me this robe today .it our earlier meeting. It
menns you still havesome heart left in you. Iam spring your
life mi ibis account." He then asked Xu Gu to take J letter to
die King ol Wei telling him that only when he had Wei Qi
killed would Wcl be allowed to to have peace in exchange for
Tedlflg territory to Qin.

Upon his return to Wei. Xu Gu r«quirted tan Sul's terms
to the King of Wei The King ol Wei agreed tn cede territory
in exchange for peace and Wei Qi was left no choice but to
kill him self.

After Wei sued loi peace.Oln attacked Han In accordance
with Fan Sul's strategy of allying with distant powers and

attacking closer ones.
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25- Zhao Kuo, the Unequalled

Military Strategist on Paper

Inan .mark in 262 B.C. ordered by King Zhaoxiang of Qin
against Han the Oill army rommanded by General Bui QI
occupied Yewang (todnjfe Utnyang In Henan Province) and
vui Shuiigdang Prefecture (with seal In today's Changzhi in
Shanxi Province) uff from the Han uapital. As Shnngdang
teelered un the hrinl.. the genvrals of its garrison refused to
surrender to Qin butrathersent an envoy with Imap to 0IIl-1
Shnngdang to Zhao.

King X fflochengof Zhao (son ul King Huiwch) sent troops
to lake over,Shnngdang. Two years Inter,Qin again sent troops
under the command ol Wang He to lay siege to Shangdang.

when King Xinochengol Zhao learned ol the Siege, he
immediately sent linn 14)with two hundred thousand men to
relieve Shehgdotig. By the time they reached Chnngping
(northwest of today's Cooping County in Shanxi Province).
Shangdang already full to the Qln attackers.

As Wang He poised his troops for a march to ( hungping.
Umi po dug in and ordered furtrusses, trenches and foxholes
built. In preparation For .l prolonged standoff between the
two armies.

Wttng He repeatedly challenged Zhao troops to .1battle bin
linn Porefused to engage the Qin army. Having exhausted his

bag of tricks. Wang He sent word back to King Zhaoxiang.
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>uymg: U an 14i is 1scasoned wmron gentflL He can’t easily
hrprovoked Into engaging our forces.Ourtroopsare far from
home. If this standoff goes on. we may soon have problems
with replenishing Otn supplies. W hat should we do? "

When King Zhooxiiing asked Fan Sul for advice, theb ttci
said; 'If we want to defeat Zhao, wec must first of nil cmuue
Uan Po tu be recalled to his capital."

King Zhaoxiang was inclined to doubt: "How's that
possible?"

Fan Sul replied; "Leavr it to meT

JI few days later. King Xinocheng nl Zhao overheard
exchangesamong hisattendants that went like "QlIn Is afraid
that the young and vigorous Zhao Kuo would be given the
command of the Zhao army. Uan to is past his prime after .ill
It looks like he is on the point of surrendering*

The Zhao Kuo they wenttalking about was the son of a
Famous general ol Zhuo hy the name of Zhao She. Zhao Kuo
liked to study the art ol war Sinn- a child and enjoyed
discoursing on military doctrine and strategies, in w hich he
believed no one in the world was his match, including his
father, with whom he was not particularly impressed.

Swayed by the exchangeshe overheard, the King ol Zhao
Immediately,sent lor Zhno Kuo and asked him whether he
hud any confidence in beating back the Qin assault Zhao
Kuo replied: “If Qin had sent Bni Qi to command its forces.
I'd need to think carefully about how to deal with him. But
Wong He Is moiv In the league uf Linn Po. It goes without
saying that if lam named Commander of the Zhao forces, I

will defeat hint easily."

215
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Pleased hy wlwt lu- was hearing, the kiny; ol Zluvonamed
Zhao Kuo .iscommander to replace Lian Po.

Lin Xlangru Said to the Kingol Zhaik ‘Zhao Kuo may have
read all hie. father's hooks on the art ol war hut he lucks the
ability to adapt taitlcs to changing circumstances. He'S not
qualified lor top command * But the King of Zhao was In no
mood to heed Lin Xiimgru'sadvire

Zhao Kuo's motheralso presented a memorial to tI»? King
uf Zhao,asking him to reconsider herson'sappointment lhv
King of Zhao summoned her to explain the reason lor her
request The mother ol Zhuo Kim said- "Before hisdeath,zhuu
Kuo's luthr-rreminded me time and again that Ourson Zhno
Kuotreats the businessol war8$ child’s game. When he starts
talking about the art of war he has nn respect for anybody
and thinks he is the greatest W e xsill IK-thankful if the King
does not entrust him with any serious responsibility, if he is
given a top milit.uy position, the Zhao army will likely be
ruined under Ins command That's why [importuned you not
under any cinumsUmces to tunnv him commander"

The King ul Zhaosaid: T he decision has been made lust
stay out ol ItJ*

In 360 B.C. Zhao Kuo arrived in Chaiigptngal the head ol
two hundred thousand men. and presented histommiindei's
tally to Han Po for verification. A fter the handover of
command. Lian Poreturned to Handan.

Now atthe head ol un Impressive army of lour hundred
thousand men. Zhuo Kuo ordered the dismantlementol the
entire system of institutions builtup by lian Poand declared:

"When the Qin troopschallenge us to a fight again, we must go
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Zhuo KUp, th

out Immediutidy to drive them buck. When they -in m lout vve
must presson In putsuitand mop them up. taking no prisonere.*

As fun Sulteamed .ibout tin-replacementol linn Th)by Zhuo
Kuo, he knew his ploy of sowing discord In the enemy Camp
had succeeded. In greatsecrecy he promoted Bui Qtto supeiloi
general mid named him commander ol"the Oln forces. When
Bui QI arrived in Changplng. he prepared ambushes and
deliberately lust <evtiral battles. Not knowing that he was hiring
set up. Zhuo Kuo led his forces In hot pursuit. Bui QI lured the
Zhao forcestu where he had laid miambush antiordered twonty
fivethousand men to cutofftheirretreat. Anotherfive thousand
cavalrymen were stmt straightinto the main encampment of
the Zhao army, separating the lour hundriMd thousand strong
Zhuo army into two unconnected parts. Zhao Kuo was now
beginning to realize the QIti army was a tough opponent and
the only thing hecould do was dig in and rontmcl dcfesis» to
w ait for the arrivalul reinforcements. Soon Qin troops cut ull

Zhao'ssupply routes and reinforcements

Zhao Kuo's troops were now running out of raliuits and
fodder,with no reinforcements on the horizon.A fter forty days
of being hblpd up. the troops started complaining bitterly and
lost any appetite for battle. Zhao Kuo led his troops In an
attem pt to break out of the encirclement hut was killed in a
barrageol arrowsshutby the Qin troops. When the Zhao troops
learned uf the death of their leader, they threw down their
weapons and surrendered. [ his then was how the huge Zhno
army ul four hundred thousand men was wiped out under
the command o fthe supreme general Zhno Kuo. who was an

cxcelhrnt military strategist on paper.
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26. Mao Sui

Recommending Himself

Qin launched u large-scale operation agnlnsl Zhao's
capital Handan. Zhao put up a stiff resistance but its
strength had been failing situ < Its disastrous defeat at
Changping. King Xiaochcng of Zhuo asked Zhao ShitoglLord
Pingyuanl to seek help from Chu. Zhao Slteng was Zhao's
prime minister and the king's uncle He decided to travel
to Chu to discuss with the King of Chu the possibility of
an alliance against Qin.

Zhao Sheng planned to travel to Chu with a retinue of
twenty man With both adm inistrative vmd military expertise.
Although he had three thousand retainers under his aegis. It
was not easy-to find men ofsuch versatilityandendowment
A fter careful vetting, nineteen wenl picked and none ol the
other retainers made the cut

As Zhao Sheng fretted, a retainer sitting lar buck in the
loom got to his feciand recommended himself: Tan I be
the twentieths

Surprised. Zhao Sheng tasked- "W hat's your mime? How
longhove you been my rotoinerT

The retainer replied. "My name Is Mao Sui and i've been
here three years."

Zhuo Sheng shook Ins head, saying: "A talented person is

like an awlIn one's pocket. It wouldn't he longbefore 1t< -.harp
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lip pierces the pocket .ind thrusts itself into view W hy hjive I
neverheard aboutyourskills.literyou've lievu hereihnv ycais?"

Mao Sul replied: "It's hecause I chose tushow you the awl
only today. II you had pul It in your pocket sooner, It would
have pierced your pocket ulony time ago. Jru you Interested
only In the tip showing?"

The nineteen retainers picked forthe mission thought Mao
Suiwas only bragging and looked at him with contem pt. But
Zhao Sheng was impressed by Mao Sul's audacity and
eloquence and decided to make him the twentieth memberof
the group. They bade farewell to the King of Zhao tin same
day anti set off lor Chu,

JI<Zhao Sheng discussed the proposalofa coalition against
Qin with King Kuuliv ul Chu in the royal councilchamber.
Mao Sin and the nineteen other retainers wailed below. The
talks started In the morning and by noon time Zhao Sheng
had lobbied so hard that his mouth beenme parched but the
King of Chu remained dead setagainst attacking Qin.

The retainers waiting at the foot ol the steps were getting
impatient but none knew whut to do. Someone remembered
the wild boastsofMan Sul back in Zhaoend whispered to him
'Mr. M.m this Is youropportunity to show off yourtalents."

Cuul and composed. Mao Sui went up the steps carrying
his e.word and said in a luud vuicit "Do you wantan alliance
nrdon’t you? This matter can be settled in a few words. Why
haven’t you been able to come tu aconclusion alter talking
from morning till high moonl

The Kingof Chu was very upsetat this intrusion and asked

Zhuu Sheng: 'W ho is this rmanll
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Ximmvnu

Zhao Shrng replied “He is Mao Sui. one ol my leUiincrs"

Upon hearing that lie wasonly a retainer, the KingofChu
became angrier. He upbraided Muxao Sul, saying: 'l am
diseussing weighty matters of state, who proyou to interrupt
us? Gohotk down now!"

Mao Sui took another step Forward while putting his
hand on the sword, saying: -Stop bullying people Just
b«<suse you are powerfull W hafs the Idea of chewing me
out In frontofmy master'

Seeing the sword he carried and hearingthe vehemence
ol his protests,the KingofChu wasa little scared and switched
to a more conciliatory tone 'W h.il then do you have to suy? I
am listening.'

Mao SulsaltL T hu boasts a territory five thousand /i wide
and an army of one million men Chu used to hi n major
hegemonic power but With the rise of QIln. Chu has suffered a
e.tririg of defeats and one of its monarch;? became a prisoner
of Qin and died there No humiliation is greater than this for
your country. Bai Ql ofQlIn,who Is not noted for any great
talents, was able to take YIngdu, the capital oi Chu. in one
battle, forcing the King of Chu to move its capital. Even we,
the people ol Zhao, fed the shame lur you Bui youi Majesty
doesn't seem to desire rewiigv,to want to remove this blot on
the honor of your country. Frankly speaking my master is
discussing with you an alliance against Qin.nut so much for
Zhao's sake, but murv importantly, forth us sake.”

Every word Mao .Suispoke felt likea sharp stab o! nil awl
at the King's heart Red-laced, he kepi repeating: >You are

rigid You are tight!*

*25
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Milo Sul HvtimmH-iulinq Him: .11

Mao Sul. relentless, pressed him. "So the m atter ol the
flllbnce Is settled!"

The King of Chu replied: "li is NCUIIHI!"

Mao Sul wasted no time; he turned his head and asked the
attendants 0fthe Kingof Chu tobring some chicken, dug mid
horseblood,rightaway. Holding a bronze basin,he knelt down
in front of the King ol Chu and %aid: ‘Y our M ajesty is the
supreme lenderol the alliance, so you SWCuia blood o.uh first
lin ancient ceremonies toconclude an alliance, animal blood
was rubbed on the mouth as a token of good faith!."

Alter the the blood oath of the King ol Chu. Zhao Sheng
and Mao Sul did likewise. Foilowing the creation ol an
alliance between Chu and Zhao. King K.iolle of Chu sent
Huong Xie ILord Chunshenl with eighty thousand Hoops to

rush to Zhao's rescue.
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27- Lord Xinling Rescued Zhao

Wh*n Chu sent tloops to Zhao's aid. Wet also received
Zhao's call lor help. King An.vt of Weisent GeneralJin Hi with
Iroups lu icriaiu Zhuo.

W hen King Zlieoxlangol QIn leanw 1 that Weiand Chu had
Muu Iloops to relieve Zhuo, he went to Handan to pcrfpnally
dlieil lltecoinfuign. He Sent word to KingAnxl1bl Wei,saying

114only a matter ol time belore Hnndan lulls lo Our Whocv. r
dines go to Its aid Is hereby put on notice that once I have
aniuhilutcd Zhao I will turn on him .' Thisthreatsucceeded in
frightening King Anxiof Wei. who immediately sentsomeone
posthaste after Jin Bi.ordering him to pitch tent and stop tire
advance ol his troops. Jin Bibilletedhis one hundred thousand
men m Veihong (southwestof today’s linzhungC ounty In Hebei
Province! and waited for further orders.

Zhmisent an envoy to Wei urgently rvquvsUng it to order
M« troops into a<IInn. King Anxl ul Wei wanted to m nd his
Imops Into HIIIon but was al'mid to antngonize QlIn. Il he kepi
tin troopicantoned in Iiimp. hi* would antagonize Zhau So
his troopsstayed put. neither advancing notreturning home.
King Xtaocheog of Zhao becklOevery anxious and uskinl Lord
Pingyuan to write to Wei Wuji (Lord Xinling. a brother ol lire
Weimonaichllothelp,lord Pmgyuan’s wife was Lord Xinlinls
sister, so the two families weic reUited.

Alter receiving the letter. Lotd Xinling importuned King

Anxlol Weiseveral times to onlerJin Bi into action but the
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King of Wftf wasadmumunl In hisrefusal. Having exhsustcd
nilavvmips without su« ess. Uud Xinling said to his nrtfllhtlS:
"The Kini; is unwilling to send in the troopsso I've decided to
go to Zhao myselfto die with tin* people there."

Many of his retainers were willing to follow lord
Xinling to Zhao.

Before his departure. Lord Xinling called on Hou Ying. o
friend lor whom he had the highest regard, to bid him farewell.
Hou YlIng said: "Pitching yourtroops against the Qln army In
Zhao Is like throwing Ichunk of meatto a hungry Ugvi You
will Al'needlessly courting your own death."

lord Xiultng said with a sigh "l am well aware of the
futility o f it iilL Butwhatelse cun I doT

Hou Ying said to Lord Xinling after clearing the room,
leaving the two of them alone: 'Our king has n favorite
concubine called Ru Ji.correctll

lord Xinling nodded affirmatively: TonecrI’

Hou YIng wont on: 'l understand that the tally Ihat
authorizes troopmovements k hidden in the Kings bedroom
and only RulJiis able to get her hands on it. Back when Ru
Ji4 father was murdered, she asked the King to find the
murderer but no suspect was apprehended after three years
ol investigation. It was you who got your retainers to find
the killerand avenged RulJi. whoowesyouudebtofgratitude
for this assistance. II you ask RuJi to steal the tally,shv will
surely agree. Once you huve the tally in hand, you can take it
lo Jin Biand take over his command. You can then engage
the Qln troops in battle. Wouldn't this be better than going

to your death alone'

23
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Ehpghtcrted by Mou Y in”s reasoning, lord Xinling fell as
If he’d just come out of 1 deep sleep: he immediately sent
someone to raise the matter with RulJi who quii Uy gave her
assent. Lite that night ufter the Kingof Weiwas fust asleep.
Ru It suiceeded in getting the tally out quietly and hud It
broughtto lord Xinling by a trusted Subaltern.

A lter receiving the commander's tally, Lord Xinling
called on Hum YlIng to hid him farewelln second time. Hou
Ymg said: "W hen a general is on the battlefield, he
sometimes can Ignore the King's orders. W hat an- you going
to do IIJin Birefuses tO pass the command to you when
presented with the tally? *

Luid X inling was unprepared lor the question and
remained speechless with knitted brows.

Hou Ying said: I've already anticipated this eventuality
My friend Zhu Hal is one of the brawniest mvii in Wei. You
can take him with you. If fin Bi hands over his command
immediately,then well and fine butifhe makes any difficulty,
let Zhu Hai taketare of him .'

W hen Lord Xinling arrived in Yerhvny With his retinue
ofretainers and Zhu Hai. he went to Jin Biand conveyed
the false mdci of the King for I'm BI to hand over his
roiuimmd to him. W henlJin Hiexamined the tally, he was a
little suspicious He said: T ills is a military matter of the
highest importance 1 have lo confirm it with the King
before carrying It out."

Scarcely had Jin III finished his sentence when Zhu Hai
thundered from behind lord Xinling: "Are you defying the

King’s orders? Are you tebelling against him?"
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BeforeJin Bicould proie<i. Zhu Hal look out .1 nu'Uil lutl
hidden ID his steeyv. probably weighing 20 kilos, with which
he hit Jin Blon ilie head, killing him

Holding the commander's tally, Lord Xinling issued an
order to the troops, if both lather and son serve in this army,
the lathercun go home now; il brothers serve togcthci the
older brotherran go home. Only sons cun go home to rare foi
their parents, sinre they have no brothers to do II. All the rest
will follow me to relieve the siege of Zhao."

lord Xinling assembled an elite lone ofeighty thousand
men and se« out to relieve Hnndan. He personally lei the
chainsagainst the Qln troopsAUnpreprti for thisunexperled
attack by Wei troops, the Qln general Wang He put up u
disorderly resistance but soon began to lose ground

Whenhe learned that Wulreinforcements had arrived. Lord
Pingyuan led Zhao troops out of HnnUutt to join the fnty
Attacked Irom two sides, tin- Qln troops were touted and
collapsed like an avalanche.

This was the first time In many year* that the Qll1 lorces
luulsuffered such a humiliating defrat. Genviul Wang Hr heat
aretreatwith his troop-u twenty thousand Qln tmuli*eniirtled
by the Zhao atmy surrpiidvred.

Lord Xinling relieved the siege ol Handan and saved Zhuo
Deeply giotelul. King Xinocheng of Zhao and Lmd Pingyuan
cameoutofthe city to greet him.

lit the meantime Lotd Chunshong of the slate of Chu was
waiting with his reinforcements in Wugtian and when news
ol the rout of the QIn forces and thv lifting ol the siegeof

Hundun reached him. hv took his troopshomo to Chu.
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28. Li S1 Advised against the
Expulsion of Foreign-boni

Officeholders

Although Oin was dealt a heavy blow at Handnn. It did
not makeany significant dent InIts power and stieugth. The
nextyear B.CJ it was virrtorinus in its military cumputgns
against Hunand Zhao. It went on to deliver the iotip de gnu v
lo the Eastern Zhou dynasty, which for years Imd to allintents
and purposes ceased to exist except in name, following the
death of King ZhaoxTang of Qin. his grandson King
Zhuangxiang also died barely three years alter his accession
to the throne. His crown prince Yingzheng ascended the
throneol the ageof ij. In that period real power was vested
in the Prime M inister Lu Buwel.

10 Buwel was n wealthy merchant in Yangzhai Itodoy's
Yuzhou in HenOli Ih'ovinrr) before becoming prime minister
for having helped King Zhuarigxinng win the throne- After
being named prime minister. 1.0 Buwei followed the example
of Meng Clumgjun and took in large numbers of retainers,
many Of whom had come from other states.

In the Warring States Period many schoolsofthought Vied
W ith each other m publishing Ixiuks and spreading their ideas,
fhis is what histumms call the "competition ol n hundred

schools ofthought" Not good at writing books. Lu Buwel
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oiilistpd tho help ol his letalnm In compiling .1book titled
til's Spring and Autumn Annuls. A fter the com pletion of the
tome. LUhad Itexhibited .it the main t;ate of Xianyaii® with a
bulletin saying that whoever offered suggestions on the text,
even If foi the addition 01 deletion til a few words would be
.iw.ndvd one thousand //angol vjold Tills made his fame grow.

When King Zheng of Qin reached a3. there was a palace
coup involving 111 Buwei. finding lu a liability, the King of
Qin removed him from his post When the King realized that
Lu still possessed considerable Influence, hr ordeicd him to
kill him self.

In the wake of LQ'souster, members ol tintnobility and
ministers started to make the case that peopletame to Qin
from Other states mainly with the interests ol those states in
mind and mighteven be spies. They urged King Zheng ofQln
lu expel all nun-nntivebom officials from the country,

raking thclradvice, the Kingof Oin issued an order that ull
gcivt-rnmenl officials regardless ol their rank in the bureaucracy
who did not originate In Qln must leave the country.

An official who hud come from Chu by the name of U SI
was a student ol a famous Conlucianist Xun Kuang. He was
taken in by Lii Buwel when he arrived in Qin. Li Si did not
take his own expulsion well When he left Xiahynng, he
presented a mortal to the King of Qln

LiSIsaid in the memorial "Bringing Bai LI Xiand Jian Shu
into his government. Duke Mu of Oin became u hegemon Duke
Xiao of Qin entrusted to Sluing Vang the responsibility of
making Oin a powerful state. King Huiwen dismantled the

six state alliance with the help of Zhling VI Under King



fit., mm Kmn uwm*

mktrwib. "

«if& 0 *m m w M m . x Mm x n1ed em -!»
Jitt@ «, «XK 1l6iinran. m m m & » * .

ef£r£X TE*H9m X ifif
Kn«sSll«l»lingel, am siw . rer?ag ™M

a. nzamm&vs. & *. wibmuimosmm
fii. mmuiviwmmuy,

Taagrum». m € ae s a K
e a4 T . U1 W rT*, "IN pecN . «d
m een. w m . w & n *uyucz-m °qy m ih
B . EN X o« ITIT. 1A StK?]

Wb, o« rttfii') J'thnrw . N

I . w m m 2

a MNDOTEVIE$un sserm/Insx. t

K«a*r. 8viBA<tro9i «Txka.a»** -a hi.
wm&v&uwinu, K cn&



11Si/dvisi-il .igulnM tli.' Expulsion til Ne *|gn*born Ofllrvholil.

Zliaoxinni*. ihe prestige of the Qin court grew further because
lie placed his trust In Fan SuL All lour monarchs achieved
greatness as a n-suh ofenlisting theservices ol non-ntttivebom
talents. When your Majesty expels foreign born talents, you
areJust helping enemy status build up their strength. m

Persuaded of the validity of the ruse made by Li Si, the
King of Qin immediately sent people to bring him back and
reinstated him. The expulsion order was rescinded.

With Li Si advising him. King Zheng o fQIn stepped up
attacks against otherstates and sentout envoys to lobby the
leaders of various ducal states. He supplemented military
operations with covert activities to sow discoid and buy
support in enemy camp. Unsettled by what was going on. King
An of Han sent prince Han Fel to Qin to sue for peace and
offer to become Qin’s vassal 4 ate.

Hun Fel. like LI Si, was a student of Xun Kuatig’S
W itnessing the steady decline of Han. hr often volunteered
advice to the Kingof Han but was ignored. Although he was
an erudite scholar, he remained in the political wilderness so
hedevoted himselfto the writing ofa book titled Hanfetrj, in
which he advocated concentration of power in the monarch
and the rule ol law. When the book was brought to Qln. King
Zlii-rigofQin read Il and liked Il very much He said: Wouldn't
Itbe wonderful if I could meet the author?"

When Hun Fciarrived in Qln at the behestof the King of
Han and saw with his own eyes how strung Qin was. he
presented a memorial to die Kingof Qin offering his services
to help Qln unite all the states into one big country. Alter the

memorial was presented LlSibecame anxious even though

24
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the KingofQln liadn't given nny «bought 10 bringing Hnn Foi
Into his government. Li SI was afraid that Hnn Fei might
upstage him. Hv <nld to the KingofOin: “Han Fel is a pitm e
of Mnu.W hile your Majesty iscomm itted toannexing the durnl
states. Han Fei Ishound todefend Han's interests. Ifyou allow
him to go back to Han. he will pose a future threat. It would
I>emure prudent to have him killed on a pretext.*

King Zheng of Qln was undeclded at LI Si's advice. He
ordered the detention of Han Fei with the intention of
questioning him. Before he could protest his innocence. Fan
lei was thrown in jail, Il Si sent someone with poison lo his
celland Han Fel had no choice hut to kill him self with it.

By the time King Zheng of Qln began to have second
thoughts about jailing Han Fei and ordered the release ul
Han Fei it was already too lute King Zheng of Oin was very
upset about the incident There was .l man Called Lino from
Wei.who happened lo be In Qln at the time. Innconversation
w ith him. King Zheng of Qin found him to possess unusual
talents and named him Wei (Commandant, ancient military
title! ol Qin. Hv became popularly known as Wei Liao

(Commandant Liaol.
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2g. Jin Ke's Attempt on the

Life of the King of Qin

King Zheng of Oin placed grout trust In Wei LL.10 mid
pressed his military camputgns against,oilier stnies tu his
relentless quest for 7 gr.md unified state on the Central Plain.
He achieved the dismantlement ol the Yun Zhao Alliance and
took several cities from Van.

Dan. the crown prince of Yan. was retained in Qin as
hostage. Ashe realized KingZheng's determ ination to annex
the durnl states and when he saw Yan land taken by Qin. he
smirk back to Yan.inspired by a visccr.il hatred for Oin and
benton nivenge. But hv chose not to achieve his purpose by
beefingup Idscountry's military preparedness or building up
alliances against Qin hut rather placed the fate of Yan In thv
hands ofassassins. Hv offered all his l.imlly fortunes for
someone to assassinate King Zhengof Qin.

Ptince Dan finally recruited a formidable warrior by tin
mime ofJin Ke. whom hv Invited into hi-, household us a
valued guest with the privilegeofthe use ol hitown carriage.
He evert shared his food and clothing with Jin Ke. who
naturally It'll deeply indebted to I'rimv Dan.

In rjo B.I'. Qln eliminated Han Irom the political map
Two years later General Wang Jian of Qin occupied Handan.
the capital ol Zhao and led his troops on a northward drive

toward Yan.
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In .1 panic. Crown Prliui; Dan of Ynn sent for Jin Ke nnd
said to him: "Pitchingour forces against (lin is tantamount to
fighting rocks with eggs. Seeking .m iitliunce w ith other states
to oppose Qln alsodoesn't seem a viable option now. My idea
Is to send a warrior disguised as nn envoy to see the King ol
Oin. get close to him and force him to return the hind he
annexed from various states. Il he agrees, well and fine. 11
not. he will be kitted. Do you find it feasible?"

Jill Ke replied "It is feasible. But to gel close lo the King
ofbin. he must first be convinced ol our desire for peace. I
understand thut the King of Oin has long coveted Dukang
lin the vicinity of today's zhuoxhou. Gaobeidlim and Gu‘an
in Hebei Province),which has some of the most fertile land
in Van: and then there I<this General Fan Yuql of Qin now
In exile in Yan with a big reward on his head put out by the
King of Oin. If Itan take General Fan's head and the map of
Dukang to the King of Qin, I'm sure he will sec me. f will
then be able lo deni with him. *

The crown prince was In a dilemma, saying. The map of
Dukang is easy. General Fan has rotnv to us to seek asylum
Irom The persecution of Qiu. Ican't bring myselflo hurt him "

Knowing that Prince Dan luid no heartto do it.Jin Ke event
to see Fan Yuqi in private and said lo him: "I have an idea
which can help Yanoutolits dire plightand accomplish your
revenge, but 1don't know how to put it lu you.*

Ian Yuql said eagerly "W hat is your Idea? Tell mel"

lin Kesuid: Tve decided luassassinate thv Kingof Qinbut the
hard partisgettingcloseenough to him. Sinw lie hasputa price

on your head. Fm surelit* will sec me if I offer your head tn him "
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A tliinpt

Ian Yuql said: line! Take it with yuu!" W ithout hesitation
he unsheathed his sword and slit his own throat

Prim e Diin had a sharp dagger boiled in poison by his
craftsman W hoevct was stabbed by the daggerwould die on
the spot Hv gave thv dagger to Jin Kr lo be used lor the
assassination. He also assigned a 13 ye.u-old warrior called
Oin Wuyangas Jin Ke's helper.

hi 22 BC.Jin Kesotofi from Yan for Xi.myuiig. Prince
Dan and a few others, dressed In w hile hat and white
clothes, saw them offbythe YiRiverincurtoday's YiCounty
m Hebei Province). Before his departure. Jin Kesang a song
to those present

Harddoth the wind blow,

Fritflddoth the Vr How.

My bm k Inow turn

Never to return,

Valiant yet tragic, the song broughttears to theeyesofall
those who were present-Jin Ke heaved Oin Wuyang onto the
the carriageand departed withoutonce looking back.

When King Zheng of Qin was told that Jin Ke. the envoy
of Yan. had arrived withboth Fan YuqTshead and the map of
Dukang, hr was elated and consented to Irevive Jin Ke in
Xiimy.mg Pi)litre.

W hen the recepiion stinted.Jin Ke holding Ihe box that
contained Fun Yuqi's head and Qin Wuyang holding the
map of Dukang walked up the steps leading to the royal
council hull.

Awed by the Imposing surroundings. Qin Wuyang started

to shake involuntarily with fright.

4
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W hen the guaids flanking the King saw this chungv. they
shouted: "W hy has the envoy gone pule?”

W hen Jin Ke turned his head and realized Utu Wuyung
had indeed turned livid, he said to the Kingof Qm with u
laugh: "He's ucountry hoy who lias never before seen sueh
royal pomp and circumstance It's only natural thathe was
scored a hit. Ucai? forglvr him."

His suspicions having been aroused. King Zhmig said
to Jin Kv: 'Ttike the mop liom QIn Wuyang and romp
Ity ward alone."

Taking the map from Qin Wuyang. Jin Ke went up to
the Kingol QIn and presented both the map and the box tn
him. The King opened the wooden box and saw that the
head indeed was that of Fan Yuql. The King then asked to
see the map. Slowly Jin Kv unfurled the map and when it
was completely laid open, the daggoi hidden by Jin Ke in
the map came Into view

When King Zheng of Qin saw it, hejumped buck in fright.

Grasping thechiggvi with his right hand und grabbing the
King's sleeve with his left. Jin K.-plunged the knifestraightat
the chestul the king.

King Zheng ol QIn turned around so violently that the
sleeve w.istorn oil Heran past the nearby screen and was on
the point of htrading tow ard tin exitwhen |In Ke.daggvi in
hand,caughtup with him. Sensing his assassin dosing in on
him last, hvran circles around » massive bvotae pillar, with
Ito Ke in hot pursuit, like two persons on n merry-go-round.

Not one of the many officials present was armed and

guurdt below were forbidden by the regulations of the Qin
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conn to conic up without the ordct ol the king. In the pell
mellno one hnU the presicnice of mind to stimmim the guards.

m the heatol the moment adottoi that attended to the
health of the King had a sudden Inspiration: he hurled the
medicine hug lie wn< holding at Jin Ke.who partied It with
one hand and sent It Hying in another direction.

But in that split second King Zheng ol QlIn had an
opportunity 10 take a step toward |in Ke, pull out his sword
and cut off,lin Kc's left leg.

Losing his balance. Jin Ke It'll to the ground hut
immediately threw his dagger at the king. The hitter dodged
tuoneside and the dagger Struck a brunXc pillm with a bang
sending oil sparks.

When the King ol Qln saw that Jin Ke no longei had a
weapon in his hands, he stubbed him a few more times W ith
eight stub wounds. Jlu Ke knew he had hilled. He said with a
wry laugh: *1 hadn’t acted earlici because I wanted to lorce
you to return land you took from Van *

By that time the royal guards had been summoned onto
the council floorand they delivered the coup de grace tu Jin
Kv. Qin Wuyang who stayed below had been killed by the

guards much earlier.



30,

# JitterI . -"'i " F # . £ &rnlll iTSBE.
alAT-ww"MM«tt. ‘usnm m
K Engi”~.SiE S fticW ato~. 4 E«Xx 15 3l% .0
IEicT-w Artt*"wo» ™. w am \m < \w . m s m »
?n. MUHMETI »».

wSm« -TBHE M eT»

«.ut'iH<41- Qstttitom fciRS), . % £ ema» . N
mrott"T. BUSM. oI T U4 .-
iiifttfM w tsm * . (#Mm>
e"1 SvVWcHs.um xm m w , "x x H«am .

&MNSA32»#, m 3¢ r«H . «n E«i*fspictt;. «
m m .

8 ff. *XK 8 »1 X *ITXII .

> . fr« s* ~A ~ Sram: * w

r. I /IDE,"



30. The King of Qin

Conquered the Six States

After fcilHngJln K«\King Zheng ofOWiimmcdiHlely ordered
his general Wang liun to step tip attacks against Van. The
crown prince of Van led his troops to light off the Invaders
hul. nu match to the Qin army, his troops were routed. King
Xiol Van and Prince Dan lied to Liaodong Bid King Zheng ol
Qln,determined to capture Prince Dan.sent troops after them.
Left with no choice. King Xiol Van h.icl Prince Dim killed mid
formally apologized in Qin be fori- suing For peace.

W hen asked by KingZheng loi advice. Wei Liao said “Han
hasbeen annexed by us. Zhao has been reduced tn only one
city: thecity ol Daicheng ltoday's WeiCounty in Hebei Province),
mid the Kingof Yon has lied to liaodong They ate all On their
lust legs W ith the weather turning colder,we’d betterturn our
attention to the taking ol Weiand Chu in the south ©

Following the adviceof Wei tiim. King Zhengscm W ang Ben.
sun ol WongJlon. with unv lumdtcd thousand men to attack
Wei. When Weisolicited Qi’s help, KingJinn of Ol rebulled him.

In 225 B.C. Wang Benconquered Wei and transferred the
captured king and ministers to Xianyang.

King Zheng planned to attack Chu next. He summoned
his generals forconsultation When the young general II Xin
was firstasked how many Imops it would take to attack Chu,

he replied: "Fewer than two hundred thousand *
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The King then asked the veteran general W angjian tin-
same question and the latter replied; T hu is a large state. It
willtake more than twohundred thousand to attack It. 1 figure
that six hundred thousand is the minimum."

King Zheng was very unhappy with the answer, saying;
'General Wang is getting on in age- How ran you be so
pusillanimous?ithink General Liwasright’ Sohe dispatched 11
Xin with two hundred thousand men on the southern expedition.

Seeing hisadvice was Itd longervalued by the King of Otti.
W ang Jian excused Inmsell on account sickness end
returned to his home town.

Asexpected by Wangjian. when U Xin arrived with Ills
two hundred thousand men hi Chu. lie wasdealt a disastrous
defeatand his army was decimated. Countless soldiers died
m the battle and he lostsewn generals. He escaped with his
remnant troops hark to Qin

In a fury King Zheng fired Li Xin and Went to Wang Jian's
home town to personally invite him back tu command his
troops, saying 'l was wrung not to have listened to you. Li Xi
hungkd thejob. Imustask you to take the rotimiand thistime *

W angjian said: "Ifyoui Majesty Insists that [ command
the troops. 1 insist that it takes six hundred thousand men
Chu is a large populous country and could easily mobilize a
million men. Six hundred thousand is the absolute minimum
and I may need more."

King Zheng said Ingratiatingly: 'W hatever you say. my
general * And hr gave W angjian blx hundred thousand men
On the day of the troops departure, he personally attended a

send-off banquetat Bashang In honor of W angjian.
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Wanglinn Ini Ins huge army m u Inrge scalfcuttark against
Chu und Chu mubllhu'd all its fighting forces In resistance.

W hen WiingJlttii inspected the frontline he ordered the
tKMips to build defensive works and id ruin from engaging
enemy forces. He ignored repeated challengesof Van's General
Xinng Ynn for u buttle.

As this went on. Xiang Van began to think: "It seems Wang
Jian is here to set up defenses.* He gradually lowered his guard
againstthe QlIn troops And when Xiang Van leastexpected It.
the six hundred thousand QlIn troops unleashed an
overwhelming attack. The Chu troops received, as it wvrv. u
blow on their head when they wore not yet fully awake; they
putup adesultory fightin »disoriented state fur a short while
before dispersing in defeat and retreat Chu was now losing
more and more men as well as more and more territory. The
Qin army pressed on to Shoychun Iwest ol today’s Sjlpu
County in Anhui Province!and captured King Fucltu of Chu.

A fter learning of Ins King'scapture. Xinng Van crossed the
Y ontze River with troops, ready to continue the resistance.
Wang Jian. who hud built many battleships und trained his
river nnvy, led his troops in pursuit across the river Realizing
Ih.it the situation could no longer be salvaged. Xiang Ynn killed
himself with his sword.

After Wanglinn comjnered Chu.he returned to Xinnyang.and
hisson WangBen took overhis command and led miexpedition
to deal with Van. Already vay weak. Van could h.ndly head off
the Qin army's advance, tn 222 B.C Wang Ben conquered Yon
und took thelast remaining Zhao city of Dalchenfc

By this time only Oi was leftol all theducalstalesto be dealt
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with. The ministers ol Qi had long been boughtolfby Qm and
KinglJinnufQihad never been one to antagonize Qln. Invariably
rebuffing ali requests by other stall", for help against Qin. Hv
hail a& *rimed that being at a great distance Irnm Qm. Qi didn't
to worryabout aitattack by Qin uslongasOihumoux1QinS
every whim Only afterthe unnoution ol the other five states by
Qin one afteranother did lie liegln to ii-elnervousand order his
western defenses beefed up Butit wasalready too late.

In a31 B.C. Wong Ben hid hundreds ofthousands of Qin
troopsina march through thesouth of Vanand swooped down
toward Linzi with overwhelming force. It was then that King
jian of Qirealized his vulnerability and atonencss; but with
theother states gone, to whom was he going m turn lor help?
In a matter of days, the Qin army entered tIMxiund KinglJian
ofQiSurrendered withouta protest.

The six ducal states Intenton maintaining theirrespective
position fought each other in order to grub fond from other
States to make up for their own losses. Their attem pt to
maintain lire status quo of small spheresol influence nffurded

nu opportunity to destroy them one by one- Qin not only

>sedpoticnlviononilrand military advantagesbut inure
Importantly conformed to the historical tide ofconsolidation
und unification. That is why it was able to conquer the six
states in less than ten years

Themore than two hundred lilty years of strife among
the ducal states starting from 475 BC' when lire W arring Status
Period commenced finally pulan end to the division ofChina
into ducal Hefdoms and led to the founding ol .1unified, muti-

ctlm Ir feudal stuti-the Qin dynasty
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